KETTLEBY WOMEN'S INSTITUTE

HAS ®0th BIRTHDAY PARTY

Cars filled the churchyard and lined the Kettleby main
street last Saturday afternoon, Jenuary 21, 1961, when
Chris t Church perish hall was filled to cepecity with
over 220 Women's Institute wembers who came to cele-
brate the 50th anniversary of the founding of Kettleby
branch.

This happy evemt recclled the day, exzctly S0 years ago
on Janusry 23, 1911, when 21 women from the hamlet and
farms of Kettleby sathered in Sons of Temperance IHall to
form the W.I. branch which has functioned ever since,
through two wars, & depression and a hurricane disaster,
as well as through happier days and whose motto at sall
times is "For Home and Country".

"It was & day like this, cold with maybe more snow", re-
membered Mrs. E. Clerkson of Newmarket, a charter member,
who retumrmed to take pert in this celebration with another
charter member, Mrs. A. Marshall of Kettleby. Both ladies
wore golden corsages, and similar corsages were sent to

two other charter mewbers, Mrs. A., Hilborn and Mrs, Willianm
Rober tscn, who were unsble to be present.

Looking &t the women who represented the locel branch, &and
five representatives of the other 12 W.I. branches of Centre
York District, presidents and secretaries of four York
Districts, and famer nenbers who returned for this occasion,
it wes inspiring to observe their interest in the proceedings
and to note the fashioneble attire of all present. The
thought must have been with some of the older members that
this was & more gaily dressed group than the small gathering
at Kettleby £0 years ago. Hats on this day in Januery were
mere colorful then on a cold day in 1911, and to be sure,
skirts were inches shorter then were worn when the ladies
arrived in their horse drawn sleighs on Janucry 21, 191l.

President, Mrs., Harry Burns, wearing a black silk suit and
jaunty black hat, presided and introduced the two charter
members and regretted the &bsence of two charter members,

She also introduced life members, Mrs, E, West, Mrs. A. Farren,
Mrs. R. Carson, and Mrs. L. Blackburn, also Mrs. Robert

Graham, who is & life member of the Steyner branch. All

wore corsages of yellow mums. Mrs. Burns also introduced
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Mrs, C Hooper, Vice-President York Fast District; Mrs. H.
Wood and Mrs. M., Koden, Fresident and Secretary West York
District, mrs. Koss Armitage and Mrs. G. Smith, President
and Secretary Centre York District.

Pest President, Mrs. Albert Farren, former provincial board
director and former regional wiee president of Ontario

FWIO, was convener of the program and read letters of re-
gret from 15 invited guests who included provincial president
IMrs, Lila Lymburner of Port Colborne, chairmen of Centrel
Area, Mrs. Carl Moynes of Uakwood, provincial secretary
treasurer, Mrs. Ida Holder of llona Roed, and a former member
Mrs. Phyllis Davis of Vencouver.

Mrs. tarren also introduced Mrs. Elton Armstrong, provincial
board director, who is also & member of York Centre. 1n
bringing greetings from the 23 members who sit at the provin-
cial table, Mrs. Armstrong added that the provincial level

is just like & regular W. I. Meeting "Some sa&y too much and
some Jjust sit", She congrstuleted this branch, first in the
area honored when & member, Mrs., Ferren, was elected to the
provincial board.

Mrs. Ferren alsc introduced Mrs. J. Hermasnson, Vice Chairman,
Central Area end secretary of radio committee, who brought
grectings from the Toronto area.

First speaker of the afternoon wes Reeve Williawm Hodgson, who
added his congratula tions to the township's thanks for the

meny times thet tals branch has aided the community, especislly
et the time of Hurricane fazel. A beautiful basket of yellow
flowers was the gift from the township.

Final specaker was Mrs, VWm. Hodgson, who made a graceful courtesy
speach of thenks to all who contributed to the program, not
forgetting Sheryn Beatty who danced the Charleston in a handsome
beaded gown, complete with swinging beads, of the early 20's

an d Nancy Greensides who played the piano during the guests
arrival. Also, Mrs. M. Hunt of Bobleton, who wess &ccompanied

at the pieno by Mrs., Albert Hill, when she sang "Road to the
lsles"; "Home Sweet Home" and two Negro Spirituals.

Nemes of ©ll past presidents were read by Mrs., William Gillhanm
end "As &t all happy family gatherings there are empty seats
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Mrs. Robert Graham conducted & memorial service, "with love
and affection for the 42 members who shared in the forming

and building of this W.I. who are no longer here", As the

nemes were read & moment of silence was observed.

No anniverssasry would be complete without reminscences, and
some of the highlights of this branch were read from the
Tweedsmuir Book by Mrs. Normen Greensides. This began with
the first meet ing when 18 women of the 21 present became
charter members, and Mrs. Levi Watson was elected president,
to the Christmes party that wes held at the home of lMrs.
John Devis at the end of last year.

First hostess was Mrs. Artemus Hambleton. First fees were

.25¢ and lunch was not served during the first year. Vocal
solos provided entertainment with sometimes gramophone re-

cords added for novelty. Debates were popular, one debate

"That faghions were more detrimental to the community than

tobacco™ cost fasaicn the vote. uUne meeting discussed "How
to spend winter evenings®".

In 1912 a pie social was held, admiss ion price being .1l0¢.
When the branch provided not noon dinner for King Township
council the roaest beef cost £1l.87 says the records.

At one time there was Jjust $2.08 in the treasury at the end
of the yeer, and another year & donation was given so that
there wodld be 2 bank balance. 1n 1931 a speasker dealt with
e new term "communism". Although frightening, this subject
seemed too remote for Kettleby ladies. 1n 1935 Kettleby
branch paid $1.50 towards their delegate's expenses at the
annual convention.

At the 25th anniversary, Mrs. Charles Doane, who conducted
the first meeting, returned to cut the anniverssry cake.
There were 3o ladies &sna 7 children present at thast occasion.

Dur ing the fir st war Kettleby braach formed a Red Cross group.
In the second war they sdopted @ W, I. branch at Horsel, Surrey,
and en English family and sent parcels of comfarts regulerly.
Mrs. Young of Horsel wes their visitor in 1981 when WIFO met in
Toronto and she contdnues their friend. These were some of
Mrs. Greensides' notes.
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On this afterncon it was notieed thet three genersations of one
femily , all members, were present. They were Mrs. E. West,

her daughter, lrs. Forren, end her granddaughter Mrs. Robert
Warlow. There were also about a dozen mothers and daught ers
511 members of this brench, zlso farmer members from & distence,
among them Mrs. Mary Corns of Toronto, lMrs., Ernest Fry of
Streetsville, Mrs. Ernest Blatchford, Willowdale, lMrs. Vesley
3abin, Peinswick. Mrs. James Archibald, formerly vlive Tetson,
dsughter of Mrs. L. T. Watson, the first president, who brought
Greetings from Elora W, I. and Mrs. Russell Hunter of London.

A most pleesant hour wss spent when delicious dainties were
served by daughters of W. I. members, under the direction of
lirs. Herbert Wiebster who was in charge of the refreshment
committee. Two sets of twins, Elizabeth and Margsret Black
and Gertrude snd Roberte Hunt were assis tants and Pauline
Schmidt end Sylvia Greensides ettended the heead table.

Mrs. E. Clerkson end Mrs. A. Mershall, &s cherter members, and
Vrs. Leo Blackburn as oldest Life wmember and secretary for 23
yesrs, poured tes at & table thet was covered with & beautiful
embroidered cloth, 2nd decorated with & hendsome three tiér
anniversary cake that was mede by lrs. Riche rdson &and Mrs.George
Hescock end cut by Mrs. Clerkson, lMrs., lMarshall end lrs. Crene,
oldest member in yeers.

Two bouguets of yellow snd blue flowers, the colors of the 1in-
stitute, which were the gift of Mlrs. W. E. Armstrong, also
greced the table and golden candles in silver holders carried
oyt the golden theme of the anniversary party.
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NOTE: The Committee on Historical Research feel that the
history of our Institute can best be portrayed thr-
ough the notes and resesrch prepared gnd 2iven by
Mrs. Normen Greencsides (nee Kathleen Black) at our
Fiftieth Anniversary.

"Madam President, Honoured Guests and Fellow Members:

To-day we are celebrating our fiftieth birthdasy, so, of course,
it is only fitting that we should have a review of the high
lights of those years. This is not an easy task, you will
agree, for eny member or ex-member knows that branches cannot
be kept going by the more exciting events thet go into history;
but rother by the slow methodical procedure thet is the custom
of Women's Institute organizstions.

Also, in prepering e history one hes to avoid statistics as

much s possible; then, too, one must use nemes sparingly for
in mentioning some; others are left out. I do hope thct you
will find this next fifteen minutes interesting and adeyuate.

The first Women's Institute in Onterio wss formed in 1897
(fourteen yeers before our own) by Mrs, Adelaide Hoodless of
Stoney Creek, who felt that rural women should meet together
and learn from one another. She hsd just lost her infant child
end 211 because she was not sware thet the milk she was feeding
it was unboiled and dangerous.

Our branch here &t Kettleby had its beginning at a meeting held
in the Sons of Tempersnce Hall (which is just down the street
from here) on the sfternoon of January 23rd, 1911. Mrs, Charles
Doan of Armitage w=as on hand to organize the gsthering and the
minutes written by Miss Mery Elliott (now Mrs. E. Clarkson of
Aurora) are as followus: .

"A Tomen's Institute wes orgenized in Kettleby Temper-
~ance Heall on January23rd by Mrs. Charles Doan of Armitege
and the following officers were elected:

President Mrs. Levi Watson
lst Vice-Pres,. Mrs. Bert Hilborn
Secre tery-Trecsurer Miss Mary Elliott
Directors Mrs. Spragge

Mrs. Arthur Mershall

Mrs. Rankin Hughey
Auditors Mrs. Jas., Ramsden and Mrs. Jesse Tatton
Distriet Director Mrs. Levi Wetson
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First meeting to be held st the home of Mrs,
Artemus Hambleton.

Signed - Mrs. L. Watson, Pres.
Miss M., Elliott, Sec.Treas,

At the February meeting the opening hymn was "Blest be the Tie
that Binds" and of the 21 ladies present 18 joined; and five

more later in the year. Fees at this time were .25¢ per member
end W, I. pins .15¢. Lunch was dispensed with for the first
year.

Here cre the subjects on which pespers were given: "Cool dishes
for summer" by Mrs., Frank Davis; "Dif ferent methods of Prepar-
ing BEggs" by Mrs. Renkin Hughey; "How to spend the Winter Evenings™
by Mrs. W. Tribble; "Preparction of Sslads™ by Mrs. Jesse Tatton;
"Poultry Raising"by Mrs., Jemes Rumsden; "Velue of Cheerfulness"
by Mrs. Bert Hilborn; and a roll call "Best Months to Pack Butter
and the Msking of it".

Despite the fect thet members travelled Dby horse and buggy we
find that they hsd speukers from a distance and .50¢ was paid

for their board and lodging. TFor msny meetings gramaphone
selections were used for entertuainment as well as piano selectiocns
and readings.

It is interesting to find that in thesé early years the roll
call was set up in alphebetical order end then during the year
they went down the list to the differcnt mewbers for e program
committee. ‘

A pie social with an admission fee of .10¢; ice cream 5S¢ was
held in 1912 while Mrs. J. A. lMarshall was President.

A debete on the subject "Resolved thet fashion is more detri-
mental to & community than tobacco™ resulted in the decison that
fashion was the worst offender; this was a Februsry mceting in
the Temperance Hzsll with an attendance of 24 ladies - the hall
rent was $l.50.

There is mention in the minutes of flowers being sent to the
sick znd of prizes given to the children st the School Fair.

During the years of the First World War the members worked for
the Red Cross =t their meetings. In October 1914 the minutes
read that the President, Miss Mery Lemon, tendered her resign-
ation but thet it wasn't sccepted by the meeting; the next
sentence reveels that she uas appointed to the Area Convention

in Toronto. There seems to have been no meeting for three months
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and then a motion in these records that - "the meetings be con-
tinued". The summer following a picnic was held at Bond L:zke.

It is regrettable that we must now skip to 19286 because the re-
cords for the intervening ten yesirs sre missing. At this time
Miss Ella Hilborn wes Fresident a&nd Miss Aileen Marsheall (Mrs.

J. MacDonald) the Secretary Treasurer; Mrs. E. B. West the dele-
gate to Area Convention and it was here that she won second prize:
snd $2.90 in a home=-made hat competition.,

Now, if you will pardon two personal happenings; it wes here that
my sisters and I entertained the W, I. while teenagers at home on
the farm, The attendsnce was small = all the members could be
brought with the President, Miss Hilborn, in her car. The cash
on hand at the end of the yesr was $2.08, and & motion in the
minutes reads "that we try to carry on for another year",

The District Annual was held in Schomberg in 1931 and & car load
of member= were driven over by Mr. George Paxton (you will notice
thet we were not ss efficient trensportation-wise as the ladies

of to-dey). I can remember that the speaker's subject deelt with
Communism end being & teenager (there I have prescticslly told my
age, and they sey thata woman who will tell her =ge will tell any-
thing), I am afraid thaet I had not heard the term 'communistic
countries' belore and thought thet the speaker was frightening us
about some thing that was very remote; exactly thirty years later
and how wrong was he?

That ssme day there was a public speaking contest and because
there were only two contestants entered I ma&maged. to win a book
donated as & prize by Mrs. Charles of Awrora, entitled "Purple
Springs" by Nellie McClung. '

These years, of course, were the lean thirties and =t the close
of one year's work, the treassurer reports that ¢ slight smount
had to be donsted to end the yeazr in the black. The delegate to
the Area Convention attended at her own expense. But now we have
reached 1935 and the delegate was Mrs, Ernest Fry as we & llowed
her $1.50 for her expensés.

It waes in January 1936 that .e celebrated our Twenty-fifth Anni-
versary and =t the home of one of our hard-working and faithful
members, Mrs. S. J. Hecacock, Miss Annie Harmon was the President
at the time and Mrs. Leo Blackburn the Secretsry-Treesurer. Mrs,
Charles Doan, who was on hand at the first meeting, cut the cake
and Mrs. Charles was present to address the meeting. There uere
35 ladies present and seven children; the hostess resd letters
from members who were unable to be present. The program consisted
of & reading "Growing old, Growing Lovely"™ by Mrs. P. W. Ball,
also a solo by Miss Bethel Black (Mrs. R, Morchant) sccompanied by
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Miss Lasura Black (Mrs. Robert Carson) on the piano; current events
by Mrs. E. Hollingshezd.

A W, I. picnic wes held &t Bayview Beach &nd a dollar-was taken
from the funds for prizes; then several years later & picnic at
Preston's Lake with an attendance of 10 members and & number of
children. 1t is amusing to note thst at one picnic the members
doneted prizes for a fat lady's race &nd & thin lady's race; also
thet the ladies were to be at z certain place to meet the truck
that wes to gather them up. One meeting place was "Tory Corner"
- how many in this group know where thet 1s?

It was in the thirties too that we served & hot noon meal to King
Township Council end the meat for the meal was purchased for £1.87,

First Aid Kits for the four local schools were supplied by our W.I.
and kept filled; now, of course, these schools heve been closed
end supplies sre still sent to the new Kettleby Area School.

We heve now recched the time of the outbreak of the Second World
Wer end our W. I. were again busy sending parcels to our boys over-
seas and working with the Sslvation Army and Red Cross. We &also
had an.adopted Institute in England snd an adopted femily to wiich
we sent tea, clothing and other things. When the boys returned
from oversess the W. I. along with the Community Club presented
them each with a pen and pencil set. The names of two boys who did
not return were engraved on the momumient at the ceumetery.

Almost every yeer from the beginning our branch has been represented
&t the Area Convention, and it is interesting to notice the gradusal

incresse in the allowance that wes necessery, until now it is about

twenty times the original amount. \

In 1946 Mrs., E. B. West wes made our first Life member and presented
with address snd pin by the President, Miss Laura Black (Mrs. Robert
Carson). Mrs. West has served many yesrs on war work end has taken
a special interest in the War Mewmorial at the cemetery.

The Branch has essisted with the chest x-ray unit, given a cup and
saucer to members who have moved away, doneéted to the Szalvation
Army, Retarded Children, Adelaide Hoodless Fund, the Blind and many
more worthy organizations which are too numerous to mention here.

Meny visits have been made to the Ontario Hospital for Boys with
treets; also to York Manor, particularly at Christmes when a
number of our ladies give a small concert - there is always a
guestion in their nminds - they sre never sure who gets the most
enjoyment from the day, the enterteainers or the entertained.
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For the past few yeers our meetings have been held in the evenings,
the resson being that the husbands and fathers make such fine built-
in baby sitters; then too, we heve hed to hold our meetings in
either of the two local hells because our membership has become so
large that very few of the members' homes will accommodate us.

Qur Branch was represented at the Guelph Conference and among the

ijdeas our members brought back wes the one where those who do not

answer the roll call have to say "Dead Duck" instesd. 4t the end

of the meeting @ll the "deed ducks" must stand end be laughed at -
the ides being, of course, that these members will meke sure they

sre live ducks at the next meeting.

During the yesrs we have had so many wonderful speeskers and papers
by the members; any number of our ladies who thought they just
couldn't stand up before a meeting and speak have become very much
et ease, In the past few years Mrs. Elton Armstrong gave us a day
course on having to speak in publie. You have, no doubt, read the
gomment of the Toronto T. V. columnist who wrote that Marg. Osborne,
who sings with Don Messer and his Islanders, reminded him of a
typical Women's Institute member. The most of us wauld be happy

to look as pleasing a&s Mrs. Osborne, and we will assume that he
meant the remark as a compliment.

In the yesr 1928 Mrs. Robert Carson was made a Life member in recog-
nition of her many years of service both as President for = number
of vesrs znd for her musical talents. Mrs. Carson has always been
willing to help with whatever was asked of her.

Now we reach 1954 when Mrs. Albert Farren was elected Federstion
Representative for Centre York. Two years later our Branch honoured
her with & Life membership &nd pin presented by Mrs. Normen Blatch-
ford. In 1959 Mrs. Faerren had the honour of being elected to the
Provincial Board for a three vear term as Regional Vice-President

of Federcted Women's Institute of Onterio. 1t was &t our Christmss
meeting this sswe year thet the President, Mrs. Burns, presented
Mrs. Farren with a corssge s & token of our pride in her recent
eppointment.

Qur Branch is uni ue we feel in having as members a great grandmother,
grandmothe r and mother in the same fsumily - these ladies are Mrs. E.
B. West, Mrs. Albert Farren end Mrs. Robert Warlow.

At one meeting we hed Miss Burrows of King who built her own pink mud
house. L1t wes most interesting to heer of her trisls and tribulations
in the building period and her complcte setisfoction when it wes
finished.
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It was in the fifties that we had the pleasure of a visit from

the President of Horsell Institute in England, our adopted Women's
Institute of the war yesrs. Mrs, Young attended the Area Con-
vention along with two of our members.

A number of our members gained pen-pals as a result of having
sent an aprong to the A.C.W.W. Conference in Edinburgh, Scotland.

Wie sre proud of our new area school here =t Kettleby and the W. I.
has helped to meke the grounds more attractive by donating several
trees snd the planting of flowers and bulbs.

It wes during our enjoyable Christmes meeting in 1959 that we
acquired another Life member, nemely, Mrs, Leo Blackburn, who
served many years ss secretary-treasurer some years ago. Mrs.
Blecckburn hes alweys helped our Bronch in whatever wey she could,
and even though she now lives in Newmarket we still have her with
us at almost every meeting. Our Branch now has four Charter
Members and four Life Members.

We he ve had so meny educztional slides, travelogues, demonst-
rations, bus trips, @and our members have helped in the Tuck Shop
at York County Hospitzl, served as representatives from the
Brench to the Cemetery Board, Hospital Auxiliary, Aurora Horse
Show, Federation of Agriculture, it is & shame we heve %o mention
them so briefly.

The only woman on our Area School Board, Mrs. Geert Tienkaump, is
also a W. I. member.

This pest year the Historicsl Keasearch group provided the meeting
with an amusing fashion parade; in each of the following attires

& member and in most cases her daughter appecred in street wear of
the precent ani the past, also 2s a housewife, go-to-church weear,
beach, wedding, party, sports and sleep-wear. Mrs, Howard Proctor
(Cerol) kept up & running commentary and the result was nuch
laughter.

Then, of course, in December of this year we had our annusl Christ-
mss perty. This is en event that we look forward to very much and
Mrs., John Davis entertained us @t her home with & tree and all the
trimmings.
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