HISTORY OF THE ANDREW DAVIS AND SON TANNERY

This information has been taken from a book entitled "THE DAVIS FAMILY
AND THE LEATHER INDUSTRY" 1834-1934, written by Bruce Pettit Davis and his

wife Carrol Langstaff Davis.

Elihu Pease, in addition to his tannery business which he operated
on Yonge Street, was a school inspector, and in the course of his duties
in connection with his work travelled a good deal throughout the country.
On one of these trips through the bush he found himself on the east branch
of the Humber River in the township of King, at the place which is now
known as Kinghorn. Here he found a good stream of water which he could
use for power and an almost unlimited supply of hemlock. He was so impressed
with the location as a tannery site that in 1847 he purchased sixteen acres
of land on lot six in the fifth concession «f or his son Edward. At first
just one building was erected, as a combined dwelling house and tannery,
the tannery being on the ground floor with living quarters abowe it, and
a currying room at the back of the building. The entire payroll included
perhaps two or three men. In the meantime a commodiuys dwelling was built
some distance east of the tannery, which, however, was not ready for
occupation for some three or four years.

In 1856, Andrew Davis, husband of Elizabeth Pease, purchased the
tannery site from his brother-in-law, Edward. Shortly after Andrew Davis
took over the Kinghorn factory, he named it the Lowell Tannery for some

reason that is now obscure. The name, however. stuck, and from that time
on until the business left King "Lowell Tannery" appeared on all letter-
heads and other printed documents of the firm.

In the autumn of 1868 Andrew took his eldest son, Elihu James (E.J.)
then in his seventeenth year, into business with him. This young man
began his career as a tanner on the bottom rung of the ladder, and the next

four years represented for him a period of hard physical work in every

department of the little factory. In 1872, when he was twenty-one, he
became a partner in the firm now known as "Andrew Davis and Son".

Business increased and sales were now made with the rapidly
developing wholesale houses as well as private individuals, farmers and
shoemakers. However, the distance between these wholesalers and the
tannery posed another problem for the owners. At first, the leather was
drawn by horse and wagon all the way to Toronto. In 1853 train service
was established between Toronto and Aurora, with a station in King.

The goods were then hauled two miles to the station for shipment.
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With the gradually increased acreage of cleared land in the vicinity,
the flow of water in the Humber River began to diminish and no longer
provide an adequate supply of water power. A small engine room was built

in a separate structure back of the main building and a small steam power
plant was installed.

In 1877 E.J. was elected to the council of King Township on which
body he served as a member until 1881, when he became Deputy Reeve,
being elected to the Reeveship in 1883, and to the office of Warden of
York Count in 1884.

On April 1, 1884 Andrew retired from the business and E.J. bought
out his father's share to become the sole owner of the firm of Andrew
Davis and Son. Some conception of the steady growth of the business

since 1868 may be obtained from a memo n Andrew's handwriting in which

he lists his original capital at six thousand dollars and the amount in
the business in 1884 at thirty-seven thousand nine hundred and three
dollars and seventy-four cents.

On the third Sunday of April, Dr. Rankin, then a young preacher on

his first or second circuit, but later a nationally known figure in the
Methodist Church, was delivering a sermon in the little community church
some seven hundred yards from the Lowe&l Tannery. It was a bright spring
day; E.J. Davis and his entire family were present, and the congregation
was following the minister through the four steps into which he announced
his sermon had been didided. During the second step, however, the door
was orened and someone shouted, "The tannery is on fire." The church was
emptied in a few s=2conds and the third and foutth steps remained locked
in the mind of the preacher. Despite the willing assistance of the
entire congregation, the fire had obtained a tremendous start and the
Lowell Tannery was doomed. The buildings were of wood; there was no such
thing as a fire department in the community; and fire fighting appliances
were non-existant. Consequently it is not suprising that everything was
destroyed except stock actually in the vats. Moreovey the loss was only
partially covered by insurance, due to the almost prohibitive rates in
force on buildings in such a locality.

Rebuilding the Lowell Tannery seemed such a task that E.J. had first
to overcome the natural inclination to abandon his life's work. Having
decided to face the problem squarely, the next decision was, where the

tannery should be rebuilt. Kinghorn presented many disadvantages,
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foremost being lack of fire protection. The railway was two miles away
and with an ever increasing volume of business this was provaéng a serious
drawback, especially during spring and fall when the roads were almost
impassable. Again, as the business expanded, and the payroll increased,
houses had to be built for the employees.

Realizing what the loss of "King Township's first major industry"
would mean to the district, the owner of the local sawmill. one Henry

Marsh, gave Mr. Davis such a remarkably low figure for the timber that

another frame building was erected on the oly site. This building was
designed to provide at least double the production of the former tannery.
In October, 1884 the new building was completed.

In 1872, E.J. Davis married Margaret Johnston, daughter of David
Johnston, and they had a family of five sons and two daughters. All of
the sons learned the trade. Business steadily increased and additions to

the building had to be made from time to time. The executives of A.Davis
& Son felt justified in looking to the future with ever growing confidence.
Spring came early to King Township in 1903. In fact, the dust was
blowinf on the Saturday morning of March 1l4th, when E.J. and his second
son, Aubrey, walked home together for lunch. Suddenly they were startled
to hear a few peals of the tannery bell, followed by a short blast from
the whistle. OStepping back from the house they saw smoke pouring from
the roof of the factory, and by the time they reached the building,
flames were raging through the drying flat on the fourth floor. Again
the lack of fire protection made the task of fighting the blaze hopeless,
and all efforts were concentrated on moving as mﬁch as possible out of the
reach of the flames. DMost of the records from the second floor office
were rescued and a small portion of the stock from the building. There
was nothing to do but watch the destruction, for a second time, of a
generation's work. Within an hour the Lowell Tannery was razed to the ground.
It was now evident that the Kinghorn site must be abandoned. During
the last few years it had been necessary to bring in the tan-bark from ever
increasing distances, and the Humber River had long since failed as a
source of power. All these factors combined to deprive Kinghorn of all

those advantages which had so appealed to Elihu Pease a half a century

earlier.



HISTORY OF THE ANDREW DAVIS AND SON TANNERY ~b-

The search for a new site culminated in a selection of a plant at
Kingston, Ontario. The Kingston establishment was a going concern and
enabled them to get back into production with a minimum of delay. The eldest
son, Elmer, took charge of this operation.

In 1904, excavation started for another tannery in York County in the
town of Newmarket. The name of the firm was changed to the Davis Leather
Company Limited. Recently constructed workmen's houses were moved from
Kinghorn to Newmarket. Applications began to pour in from the old employees
of the Lowell Tannery and when operations actually started on the second

of March, 1905, it was a source of gratification to the management to find

that practically all the key men were former employees of the old firm.

In 1946, on his retirement, Aubrey Davis purchased the former property
from the then owners, Mr. And Mrs. Archie Campbell. He retained Mr. and
Mrs. Campbell as caretakers and they still live in the original Davis house.
Mr. Davis built himself a cottage on the property. After his death, his
son Bruce enlarged this small house into a permanent family home. The

property if fittingly named "MEMORY ACRES"
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CROSSLEY. HALL

by

Mrs, Wm, J. Houston

February 15, 1967-- No trace remains to-day of the 64-year-old
Crossley Hall in King City where famed Canadian E, Pauline Johnson once
recited her poems.

Making way for business progress, the natural pine structure on
the south side of King Sideroad, next to Bethel Baptist Church at the
corner of Fisher St., was razed by the owner, Carlton Crossley, in 1963.

The resulting space increased the parking area needed by patrons
of the king City Cold Storage business operated by Art Rigg.

Built in 1899, the hall was opened January 1, 1900, Operated
by the late William J. Crossley, it soon became a popular social meeting place.

As the only hall located in a large area, the Crossley building
functioned until the middle of the first world war.

Buggies were the popular mode of transportation when the young
people congregated for dances. Crossley Hall was the focal point for
political campaigns of the day. Visiting public figures were heralded and
escorted by booming bands to the crowded community centre.

On different occasions Prime Minister Mackenzie King, the late
Postmaster-General William P. Mulock, Hon. A.B., Aylsworth, Hon. Clifford
Sifton, Minister of Crown Lands Hon. E, J. Davis and Member of Parliament
Herbert Lennox greeted their supporters from the platform at the south end

of the hall.



Beneath the platform were kitchen facilities used for favorite
get-togethers, oyster suppers. The Masonic Lodge had its annual social
night there. Congregations enjoyed "Christmas Trees", and community concerts
were the result of diversified talents originating on the village's
surrounding farms,

A few King residents remember when the late George Stone entertained
with Irish songs. The second owner, Carlton Crossley, one-time bush
pilot, vividly recalled early in the century when Pauline Johnson
recited, "Song My Paddle Sings", in a program featuring her poetry. She
was more accustomed to the larger audiences of Toronto's Massey Hall.

The final social event was held in 1916 and by that time other
halls and meeting places came into prominence.

Crossley Hall was then used commercially. Pickling onions grown
on the Crossley property along Fisher and Patton Streets were stored.

For one season the place was rented for ice cut four miles eastward on
Lake Wilcox.

For many years it was vacant and in final years used to protect
lumber and furnace equipment,

The original owner died in 1938, well-known by the many people
who had spent leisure hoursin the hall he built, large enough to seat
280 people.

The one-storey structure belonging to the past era of the village's
social life was demolished by Carton Crossley with the aid of another

King Township resident, retired farmer Wib. Burns.

RE PICTURE:
Snapshot taken May, 1963 of Crossley Hall shows demolition work

already started on the roof. At this stage few of the newcomers, forming the
majority of the village's population, were aware the unpainted shed was
once the vital social hub, At left can be seen Bethel Baptist Church

at the corner of Fisher Street,



EATON HALL, KING CITY, ONTARIQ

By

Lady Faton,

It was a cold February day, below zero, when we first looked at Eaton Hall. Our neighbour
in Toronto, Sir Henry Pellatt of Casa Loma, came over to Ardwold one evening to tell us that next
to his farm at King, Lake Marie, there was another farm, with a lake, for sale. This was in the year

Although the lake was frozen over and snow covered the ground as far as we could see, and
in spite of the biting cold, we fell in love with the farm. That was the south half where the farm
buildings stood, and the woods through which the drive winds. The woods were up for sale for cutting
and there was an option on them. We made an offer for the farm, and before a week passed we were the
owners, with only legal matters in connection with the purchase to be completed. Before the next
year we had bought the second half.

We soon discovered that most of the top soil had long since left these parts, and was
down in Lake Ontario. Too much wood had been cut, too much had been taken out of the soil, too
little had been put back. The hills were covered with thistles and mullins, the woods had been
pastured, the lake was full of carp. So, there was not much left of what had once been good farm
land and wood lots. In Canada even carp was despised. So began the long slow road back to productior
The first year by use of fertilizer we doubled the yield of grain per acre but even that was a low
yield by Ontario standards.

We have used contour plowing, fertilizer, rotation of crops, but the woods are still a
problem. We keep & Friesian-Holstein herd, and at one time we used horses almost entirely for
farm work. Wow, however we have just four farm horses, and the farm is becoming mechanized.
We cultivate and pasture about three hundred acres.

We have also re-stocked the lake. While Canadians generally despise carp, others find
them good, and they often appear on the menu as a special dish. They are bad in a small lake for
they eat the spawn, and young fish., First, we had an Italian firm come, and they fished with their

nets for weeks, and took most of the carp out. Then, we put in first, green bass; later on rainbow

- trout from British Columbia, and later still, brown trout. There are also perch. The reason why

Wwe can have three varieties of fish is that the lake is very deep in parts, while shallow in others,

and it seems these fish live at different levels.

We raise turkeys and chickens, and so we have for sale besides cattle and horses, (I
raise hunters), eggs, cream, broilers and turkeys. It is more economical for us to buy the ducks
and geese we need for home consumption and fatten them. Broilers, turkeys, and all the poultry,

are killed at the proper time and put in the deep freeze.

We started a reforesting plan, and have planted hundreds of thousands of trees, using
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the kinds suitable to the place to be planted.
We have had the original woods inspected and have cut them according to advice. They
are still very beautiful, and each time I pass under their branches they give me a thrill. The
new woods I have helped to plant. During the war, with the help of school boys, we planted thirty-
five acres in one day. This is on two hills at the north boundry, north of the Navy road which is

the north entrance. A&nother day that these trees were planted the same year, we planted ten acres.

. Both these areas were arid hills. It has been a joy to watch them grow.

We have had one terrifying experience. It was an early spring éay. Luckily, banks of

snow still lay by the big trees. Some one had dropped a burning cigarette butt at the foot of the

~ hill north of us. 4 strong wind was blowing our way. The phone rang and a neighbour warned us

that flames were sweeping up the hill. In fifteen minutes the fire brigades from Aurora and King

were here, and everybody in the place and nearby was at work, It was really the banks of snow which

. our people shovelled on to the flames which checked the fire till the fire bhrigades arrived and

finally put the fire out. If it had not heen for this quick action by neighbours, farmers and fire
brigades there would have been no Faton Hall to-day.

It seems terrible that there is no warning, to make smokers careful. If each smoker
made sure his match and his cigarette were completely dead hefore dropping them it would save
millions of feet of timbers every year. It would help also if no one dropped anything out of cars
on the roads. Surely, all waste papers, cigarette boxes, butts, and match ends could be carried
to a stopping place and deposited in the garbage tins.

By this fire eight acres of young trees were destroyed, disfiguring the hill, and losing
us at least ten year's growth.

As we no longer put the cattle into the woods, the trilliums have come back, and during
May they are like a carpet and a wonderful sight. Dogs tooth and wood violets, too have multiplied.
Last fall we were able to purchase wild flowers and have set out quite a few of which have wintered.
4lready ladies' slippers have bloomed.

We have used several ground covers, but the one which gives the most satisfaction is the
periwinkle., It covers the ground under the trees and on banks thickly, and chokes out the weeds,
but curiously enough, bulbs grow well in a bank of it. Whenever the snow melts in winter, the leaves
are dark green and glossy. In the Spring, it is covered with blue flowers from which we get the
colour "Periwinkle Blue",

We have feeding trays for the birds and put out suet. We also hang the carcasses of
turkeys and geese on the limbs of trees. The Blue-jays love these. Last winter there were chicadees

nut hatches, and sometimes even a blue jay, and snow birds feeding from the tray in front of my

window. We have had martin houses these last two years, and the martins have taken over. We
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also have cardinals, scarlet tanagers, blue birds, canaries, orioles, gold finch, red winged black
birds, chimney swifts, and many varieties of sparrows. Inevitably, we have starlings, crows and
pigeons. We would forego their company if possible. There are several varieties of woodpeckers,
one the pileated.

There is a varied wild life--foxes, raccoons and skunks. We do not care for these as
they are all fond of chickens. There are ground hogs which burrow in the ground and make dangerous
holes, and lots of mud turtles. There are pheasants and pertridge which we try to encourage to
stay. From time to time, wild geese and ducks rest on the lake, when in migration.

Strangely speaking, we do not have much of a garden, but we are planting bulbs--jonquils,
narcissi, tulips, hyacinths, scilla, and iris in groups on the hillsides, and amongst the trees,
also 1ily of the valley, trying to have a natural growth of these flowers. The hillside was a
blaze of jonquils this spring, and was a wonderful sight. The hvacinths and narcissi did very

well too, and we had magnificent tulips.
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The following article presents the past and present of
"Kingerafts". It marks a milestons in its growth and influence
in the community, and augurs well for continued progress to-
wards an =2ven brighter future.

Lady Flavelle, thes author of the "Kingcrafts Story" is
also the founder of this flourishing organization. Through her
creative interest in handicrafts and her inspired leadership in
this community esnterprise, "Kingcrafts" 1is now the conerete em-
bodlment of her vision, courage and faith.

Those of us who have worked closely with her in "King-
crafts" realize how much time and energy she has unselfishly
devoted to enriching the lives and increasing the happiness of
the women of King and district through their achievements and
handicraftse,.

Marion Baxter.

January, 1960,



THE "KINGCRAFTS" STORY

By

Lady Flavelle

1950 - 1960

Many timees during the past nine years, 1 have been asked to write the story
of the origin and amazing growth and development of Kingerafts. It 1s a simple thing
to talk about a subject which 1= =0 near to one's heart as Handicrafte are to mine,
but it 1s quite a different mattsr when ons is confronted with writing down cold fact
In concrete form.

The most difficult challenge is 'where and how to begin' and 'how to keep it
from becomling too personal', especlally when the writer is thes founder of the organ-
i1zatlon and its President for the first four years. Therefore I hope the reader will
understand 1f, occasionally, the peresonal creepe into the narrative.

In the autumn of 1948 my husband and I severed our city contacts, and ful-
f1lled a long-cherished dream by moving to the peace and quiet of the country. We
found in King Township our id=al spot, and btuilt our home called "Kingswold". For
the first two years, every availlabls moment was fillad with such activities as the
finishing of our home, built in those post-war days when materiale were scarce and
substitutes had to be found; learning to cook; landscaping, including flower and veg-
etable gardens, orchards; wells to be drilled for drinking water; fences repalred;
bad road conditions to be improved; and in general adjusting our lives to this new
way of 1life. Tventually llving became more organized and to my surprise I found
that there were a few leisure hours in the day, and I asked myself "What do I do
with leisure times in the country?"

The many functlonal activities which had filled my days in the city were non-
exlstent in the country. Golf for exercise was no longer an appeal as I had more tha
adequate exercice working in the gardan. Things that had seemed important to me in
the city 1§;t thelr values, and I cast my eyes about for a new and more satisfying
type of interest, preferably something creative.

From my mother, an artist in fine needlework, I had unconeciously inherited

| the love of working with my hands. This inheritance had remalned dormant up to this
|
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point, but suddenly the inspiration cams to me of using thesze precious lelsure hours
in developing the craft of weaving, a hobby I had started a few months previous to
moving to the country, while waiting for our house to be completed. It also occurred
to me that it would be more Interesting, and a friendly gesture, 1f I could persuade
gsome of my country neighbours to become interested in weaving or some other craft

of their choice and work at these interests together.

Knowing very few people in the nelghborhood, I sought the help of the owner
of a local store, a charming woman who knew everyone in the community. We discussed
the idea together, and she was very enthusiastic about it and gave me a list of about
twenty women who she thought would be interested in the project. With the addition
of my own few friends the 1list eventually reached thirty. I called the Secretary
of the Canadian Handicrafts Guild of Toronto, told her my story and asked if she
would come out to our home and tell this group of women about the possibilities of
developling Handicrafts in this district. She kindly accepted the invitation and the
meeting was afranged for September 26, 1950, at our home 'Kingswold'.

On that day, thirty women, two small children and a baby in a laundry bas-
ket, met in our living room and listened to a fascinating story of the increasing
developmant and Interest in Handicrafts, and the splendid opportunity that could be
ours in this field. Some of these women, no doubt, had come to the meeting out of
curlosity, others 1in doubt, but bafore the meating ended such was the enthusiasm
that "Kingerafts" was organized that day. It was amazing to find how many of these
women had at some time worked in a =imple way at one of the crafts.

Three groups were formed that day - Rug-Hooking, Weaving, and Smocking. The
latter was suggested by the mother of eight children who felt there was a need for
this type of needlework, and she offered to teach a group of mothers of young child-
ren. Convenor-Teachers were found for the other two groups. A school teacher, who
had studied weaving in her teacherse' course, volunteered to teach weaving, and an
elderly woman who had many years previously learned to braid and hook rugs, volun-
teered to teach this craft,.

A =imple organization was set up, consisting of a President, First Vice
President, Secretary and Treasurer, plus the thrse convenors. The name "Kingcrafts'
‘wae sugg=asted and accepted. The fee was set at $1.00 per year, and now in our tenth

;year this fes is changed only in that a member now pays $1.00 for each group to

‘which she belonge.
|

} Every woman at that meeting signed up with one of the three groups.
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It was decided that work meetings would b2 held In the homes of the members
every two weeks, and once a month (the fourth Wednesday) a meeting of the entire
group would be held in the homes large enough to accommodate the thirty members.

At this monthly meeting, the convenors would give a report on the progress
of their group, bring samples of their work to show the other members, discuss pro-
blems and recesive help and advice. Names of women wishing to joln Kingcrafts could
be proposed at the monthly meestings.

Only women having their permanent homes 1In the country were eligible to be-
come active members of Kingerafts. City people, spending only week-ends in the
country, could become associate members.

Arrangements were made to have a guest at these meetlngs to speak on various
subjects of interest, including Interior Decorating, History of Fabrics, Flower and
Dried Flower Arrangements, Gardening, Conservation, Bird Lore, Vegetable Dyeing of
Wools, Colour and Original Design. These were a few of the princlpal subjects.

A friendly tea hour followed the business meeting, the food belng supplled
by each group in turn.
| These were very happy and friendly gatherings. Many women who had lived
in the same neighborhood anywhere from ten to twenty years met for the first time
and became friends. Quickly the membership started to incresass as the news of King-
erafts spread throughout the countryside.

It s2ema unbellevable that with such a simple beginning, Kingcrafts, now as
I write in its tenth year, would have seven active craft groups each with an average
of fifteen to twenty members, and each with its own convenor and assistant convenor,
one hundrad and forty active members and one hundred and seventeen assoclate members
The latter do not work in the groups but are invited to attend the monthly meetings.
A greatly enlarged executive consisting of an Honorary President and two Past Pre-
sidents, form an Advisory Board. A President, First and Second Vice Presidents, a
Recording Secretary and Corresponding Secretary, Treasurer and Assistant Treasurer,
and two Convenors are also included in the executive meetings - the House Committee
Convenor and the Membership Convenor. Kingecrafts belleves in spreading responsib-
111ty to as large a number of members as posslble, thus increasing the interest in
the organization.

W2 now have an attractive and functional building, called 'Kingcrafts',

L with a lovely garden, in the heart of King Village, which was built and completely

paid for in eighteen monthe. A substantial Building Maintenance Fund for repairs
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ﬁnd expansion, was set aslde, also a separate fund to assiest groups, with instructors
Lnd equipment, and an adequate fund for running expenses for the coming year.

Sales are held every two years to meet the budget expenses, and to give the
bembers an outlet for their craft work. A high quality 1s maintained at these sales
Oy ﬁaving a special committee appolinted before esach sale to examine every article for
berfection of work. If 1t pasesess this 1ﬁspection the article i1es then marked with a
'Kingeraft' label.

Such 1= the power of a group of women devoted to a worthy idea.

The early years were not lacking in amusing incidente, indeed enough to fill
8 book, but space allows me to relate only the most memorable one.

It was on the cccasion of the firset Annual Meseting of Kingcrafts, 1951, held
in the basement room of the United Church. The monthly meetings had been conducted
according to parliamentary proczdure, and we were anxious to have the Annual Meeting
run true to this form. We had invited guests from the city, representatives from
the Canadian Handicrafts Guild, and aleo an lmportant guest speaker. So reports
were carefully prepared and rehearsad, and everything seemzd to be in perfect order.
The night turnsd out to be cold and stormy, but the room was filled to capacity and
our city guests arrived =afely 1n splte of the weather.

In one cornser of the room theres was a large furnace in full view of the aud-
lence, and rehind it a small kitchen where the womsn had prepared refreshments for
the meeting. Everything ran smoothly until the guest speaker stood up to address
the meeting on the subject of "The Importance of Handicrafts in any Community." He
had just becoms warmzd up to his subject when an explosion occurred from the direc-
tion of the furnace. Fortunately, our guest speaker, and incidentally the only man
at the meeting, turned out to b2 an englneer. So he calmly put down his notes,walked
over to the furnace, repaired fhe trouble, returned and resumed his address. A few
minutes later a repetition of the trouﬁle occurred. Once again he attended to the
furnace. When for the third time the noise and rattle broks into hls remarks the
meeting became almost hysterical. But the third time completed the job satisfactor-
11y and the speaker was ahle to finish his addreses 1n peace and qulet. Loud was the
applause of the grateful éudience, and no applause was 2ver more genulnely earned
than by our ingenious guest speaker.

i As the invitation for refrsshmente was being extended by the Fresldent, the

lights suddenly went out (the result of blown fuses from the furnace), and we were in

total darkness. However, some candlee were aventually found, and refreshments were

duly served by artistic candlelight, and in epite of the coffee belng slightly cool
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the meeting was acclaimed a great success. The first Annual Meeting of Kingcrafts
will be remembered by many of its members when other more smoothly running ones will
long fe forgotten.

Step by step, during the esarly years,Kingcrafte grew to maturity as the need
developad. A‘set of aims and objectives were proposed and accepted and were as fol-

lows:

1) To promote the various crafte in King and the surrounding districte.
2) To promote the =kill and artistry of those practising the crafts.

3) To foster a community spirit through the medium of handicrafts.

An unwritten, but well understood, aim from the very beginning, was to striv
for perfection and high quality in all of our work.

A fitting prayer was written esspecially for Kingcrafts by a beloved minister
and every meeting is opened with the reading of this beautiful prayer.

Th2 need for a constitution and by-laws governing Kingerafte arose. These
were car2fully drawn up and incorporated into our charter.

In thes beginning the membership was limited to fifty, as our homes would not
accommodate a 1érger number, but soon we reached this 1imit when a fourth craft,
Leather, was added to thé others and drew the interest of even more women.

One of the firet contributions made to Kingerafts by the leather group con-
venor was an attractively designed round leather pin, showing the Kingecrafts insigni
of a palr of hands., Fifty pines were immediately ordered and =o0ld to the members, wh
proudly wors them on the occasion of the meetings. There have been many of these
pins re-ordered through the y=ars as membership increased.

In 1952 our craftemancship had =o improved and our reputation for artistry
and quality had btecome =0 well known far and wide, that it was decided to hold a eal
to raise funde t5 help provide much needed equipment, the sale to be held in June ir
the gardens of "Kingswold".

The aime were ==t high, with an objective of $1200.00. Tickets were sold ir
advance to insure ue againest inclement weéther and thus total lose. Nature chone
upon our firet bhig effort, for the day waes perfect, and abtout =even hundred people
attended the saie. Th= garage at the zntrance to the grounds was decorated with
- apple blossoms and the posts covered with cedar houghs. It looked very attractive

when fillaed with th2 colorful craftswork, including weaving, hooking, leather work,
‘ smocked dresses and nightiss forchildren, and dolls.

The barbecue house by the side of the swimming pool was gaily decorated and

housed the 'Country Home Baking.' A section of the flower garden was the background
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for a booth where perennial plante and flowere were sold. Afternoon tea was served
on the lawn near the house =o that the kitchen facilitated the serving of tea and

refreshmente.

A large colorful awning attached to one wall of the garage cheltered an amaz-
ing display of 'Country Antiques and By-Gonee,'

Raffle tickete for handicraft pieces donated by each group had also been
s0ld previouesly to the =als, each member being responsible for =elling a certain
humber of entrance and raffle tickets. |

By four o'clock we were '=s0ld out' and the money realized far exceeded our
highest expectations. TWach member received 85% from her work which was so0ld, and
Kingerafts receivad 15%. Fven with this distribution Kingerafts netted $1200.00.

We could now afford to pay for professional instruction so as to improve our
craftwork, assist the groups with better equipment, rent a room in the church for our
monthly meetings which had by now 5utgrown the capacity of our homes, and donate
prizes to the Handicraft booths of ths Country Fall Fairs, thus encouraging better
handicrafts. In general, we wers able to take an active and important place in the
community 1life, which was fulfilliné one of our main objectives.

Vielon and enthusiasm never wansd in Kingcrafts. During the third year,
1953, a sketching group, later to become the Art Group, was organized, with an ex-
perienced and talented artist to instruct the class both in still 1ife and outdoor
ketching in the Spring and Fall. Thie has developed into a very large and énthus-
lastic group. One member won a first award in a compatition held by the Women's
Institute for all of Ontario. This group has held two separate art eales and many
of thelr paintings have bz2en e914d.

Farly in 1954 a ceramic group was organized, but as it was found difficult
to work with clay and water in private homes, the basement of the Anglican church
vas rented for two days each month, and there could be found a keen and happy group
noulding and cr=ating figures and articles of grace and beauty.

Fortunately, about this time a woman experienced-in pottery moved to King
and brought with her a kiln (a necessary piesce of equipment for pottery). She took
over the instruction of this group and fired the pleces of pottery made by the mem-

cers, in her own kiln.

It was only natural that the next group to be formed in this picturesque
ountryside would be Gardening and Flower Arrangemsnte, for in the country we all
| .

Pave gardens but had much to learn about the care and cultivation of flowers in a

ection of the country which experiences severe winters., This group was skilfully
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developed under the guidance of a Toronto Garden Club member living in King, who 1s
an artist in flower arrangements and with a green thumb as well. She opened our eyes
to the possibilities of using driftwood, dried leaves, weeds and dried flowers. Soor
our clothes cupboards were sharing the space with strange companions, such as weeds,
branches from shrubs, and flowers being dried for winter arrangements. Christmas de.
corations for our homes were no longer bought in floriste' shops but were created by
our own hands and even g0ld to our city friends at Christmas cales.

With the addition of four craft groups to the original three, the problem of
adequate and central work rooms hecame a vital issue. It wae imperative that King-
crafts look for a permanent home to house its ever-increasing membership. In Febru-
ary, 1954, we learned that a lot 50 x 200 feet, ideally located near the centre of
the village, was for sale at a fairly reasonable price. An emergency meeting was
promptly called, and the issue presanted to the members, who, after a short discussi
voted unanimously in favor of purchasing this 1ot. There was a sufficient fund in
the bank from the previous sale to cover the cost, and so the firet step in a long-
cherishad dream of a permanent home for Kingcrafts was realized.

This ownership of property spurred us on to even greater effort, that of
raising money to build a workroom on our newly acquired lot. A =ale was planned
for the following October, 1954. The objective this time was set at $2500.00, doubl
the previous sale. The large Community Hall at Maple was engaged, and an able and
enthusiastic committee appointed to organize the work and urge the members on to re-
double their efforts for this important project.

At our first sales in 1952 there had been many inquiriee for knitted articles
and although there was no organized group for knitting in Kingcrafts, many of our me
bers volunteered to knit for the coming sale during the summer months. Wool was pur
chased by Kingcrafts, and under the guldance of an expert knitter was given out with
directions for attractive aqd unusual articles, such as caps, scarves, mitts, child-
ren's sweaters and socks, sizes two to elght years. Baby dolls were also besautifull
dressed 1n knitted clothes. This booth turned out to be a great success and brought
In substantial financial returns to Kingcrafte, 20 much so that knitting has been

Included 1In all of our recent =ales and continues to be a popular feature.

The Community Hall was turned into a vearitable fairyland, with the assistanc

- of the display department of a widely known department store in Toronto. The King-

crafte members produced beautiful craft work. The publiclity and efficient organiza-
tion during the month preceding the sals brought gratifying results in the tremendou

attendance and enthusiastic pralse and purchasing of our craft work. Once again the



-8-

final results were far beyond our most optimistic expectations.

With the beginning of ths Naw Year, 1955, a bullding committee was appointed
to arrange for the construction of a btasement workroom, the main floor to be built
later, However, and fortunately, btoth the architect and ths building contractor
were of the sound opinion that the construction of a btullding in two stages was
both impractical and more costly.

The architect submitted drawings of his ide&s of a bullding s=suitable to our
requirements. Recause of the nature of our sloping property, a split level building
was advised. The maln or upper level, 30 feat wide x 50 feet long, to have floor tc
gable windowes at each end, the westerly window giving an intriguing view of the gar-
den and distant rolling hills. This room to be us2d for meetings, sales and lecturs:
The lower 1level of the sames dimensions, and with a similar west window, to be usged
for a bright and pleasant workroom for the crafts, and which would also house the
kitchen washroom, storage cupboards and heating esquipment. From this lower level
there would be easy access to the garden.

This attractive drawing was unanimously accepted by the members of King-
crafts, but in order to comply with these plans more money than we then had In the
bank would be required. The exzcutive met this situation by a well-conceived idea.
A special meeting of all members was called to approve or dlsapprove of the plan for
financing it. Ninety percent of the members voted in favor. The extra amount need-
ed was $4200.00, and the plan conceived by the exacutive was as follows:

To approach forty-two persons 1living in the communities in which our members
Hved (thess roundaries now reached Aurora, Newmarket, and Thornhill),

Individual loans of $100.00, without interest,

and to ask foz

from each person, the 1oan to be re-
pald by Kingcrafts within a period of five years,

Fach member of the Executive took her share of names and agreed to report tt

results within ten days. The organization of Kingcrafts,during th= past four years,

had apparently =arned a very fine reputation in the community, for the response to

our raquests for loans was overwhelming. At the end of the ten days each member of

the Exescutive reported ons hundred percent succese.

With the necessary funde now in the bank, the "go ahead" signal was posted,

and no time was lost in turning the first sod. Great wae the excitement on that day

In view of the fact that we were now property owners, and a very substantial
body, 1t was felt that it would be wise to Incorporate under the laws of the Provinc
In June, 1955, we became incorporated as KINGCRAFTS: A Self-Supporting Non-Profit

Organization.

In the meantime the building progressed slowly but surely and carefully unde
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the watchful ey=s of an indefatigable and enthusiastic tullding committee. In talk-
ing to our friendes about our hopess and planse for the future, numerous generous gifts
were offered to us for the new building, including the furnace, floor covering, elec-
tric fixtures, aluminum storm and screen doors, and paint. One man in the village
offerad to do our plastering free of charge. Such was the encouragling response to
our efforts from the whole community.

As the bullding neared completion the problem of basic furniture loomed up.
On the main floor, measuring 30 x 50 w2 neaded a minimum of sixty chairs, a large
pine table and a chest of drawsrs, also curtains for the large picture windows at
both ends of the room.

Once again a brain wave came to one of the members. Che approached a well-
known furniture and cabinet maker in Toronto, told him the Story of Kingcrafts and
the need of a large pine table, s=21ling the idea to him that thls plece would be on
loan to Kingecrafts and that the name of his firm and the price would be neatly print
ed on a card in full view. Many people building new homes in the district would see
and admire this piece and probably order a similar one, or buy thls table which woul
then be replaced bty another; in other words - an out-of-town showroom.

The owner of the shop, a great artist in wood carving and deeply interested
in the crafts, agreesd to the proposition, and in due time the beautiful table was
delivered. A short time after Kingcraft House was opened the table was =0ld and
replaced by another. The 1dea was proven a success., But I might add, the owner of
the shop generously made a gift of the =second table.

Following the first succeseful effort in securing furniture, a second cabine
maker was approached with the same proposition, but this time the need was for a pin
Welsh dresser on which to show off our ceramice, with cupboards below in which to
store stationery and supplies. Hearing of the experience of the former cabinet make
he quickly agreed and produced for us a very beautiful plece which greatly enhanced
our room. This Welsh dressed was also on loan but did not readily sell as it was
fairly expensive., Two years pass=d by, and then one day we received a very polite
note from the cabinet maker to the effect that he was not in a financial position tc
make a gift of the dresser but if we wished to buy 1t he would =ell it to us at a
reasonabls price for such a beautiful piece of furniture.

This problem was brought before the executive, for 1t entalled a substantial
sum of money not included in our budget. We had grown accustomed to this beautiful

plece of furniture and could not picture the long blank wall without it, yet we had

to be practical about the matter.
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Two cholces facad us: We would either have to pay the expense of having
1t moved back to the owner, which would amount to a considerable sum, or have a
speclal Home Bakery =ale to raise the money. Country Home Baking =ales are always
an assured success. The matter was put befors ths members at the monthly meeting,
and they unanimously voted in favor of the sale. It was to be held Saturday, Oc-
tober 31st, Hallowe'en Day. This gave us an opportunity for interesting decorations
both in the building and in the food.

Every member was asked to produce home cooking, to the cost of $1.00 to her,
which would possibly sell for $2.00.

The Garden Group offered to help by making a dozen or more attractive dried
arrangements with driftwood, and the members were allowed, if they so desired, to

sell any crafts they had on hand.

The =sale turned out to be much bigger than planned. Practically everything
was sold. The Baklng Sale alone rais=sd more than enough to buy the Welsh dresser,
and the surplus was used to purchase a much needed electric stove.

Chairs were an absoluts necessity. We appealed to active and associate mem-
bers for donations of chairs. The chairs ware of uniform s=tack type. The response
to this appeal was very generous. An old chest of drawers was given by one of the
members and we scraped it and waxed it ourselves.

Another member, who was renewing her livingroom curtains, gave Kingcrafts
her very suitable on=2s of theatrical gauze. Anothsr member made us a gift of cups
and saucers. O0dd platss and trays drifted in from kind friends, and a two-burner

electric plate and teakettle ware also glven to us.

Each group expressed a deecire to contribute to the furnishings of Kingcrafts

The Hooking Group some years previouely, had, as a group project, hooked a rug appros:

imately 54 x 36, depicting the Village of King. This rug had bteen shown throughout
the country at exhibits. The Hooklng Group now offered this as an Interesting pilece
to hang on thes wall. Another member had a wrought iron frame made upon which to hang
the rug, and it made a most attractive wall decoration.

The Weaving Group offerad as their contribution to provide hand-woven cur-
taine for the downstairs workroom; ivory with deep bands of many colors.

The Leather Group made a heautiful guest book with Kingerafts and the Insig-
nia of the Working Hands carved on the cover,
‘ The Ceramics Group contributed pottery ashtrays and a lovely plate, with

|
'Kingerafts!' workad into it. This adorns the Welsh dresser.

| The Art Group had a metal strip, painted green, to match the wall, and this

was attachad to the wall and affords the group an excellent opportunity of =xhibiting
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their art work and adding colorful interest to the room.

The convenor of the Gardesn Group made two unusual wall plaques in the shape
of an artis=st's pallet, on which she made a most artistic arrangement of dried fruits
nuts and lesaves., Also she contributed a large and handsome piece of driftwood fille
with a colorful dried arrangement for a centreplece on the pine table.

The products of the Smocking Group naturally did not lend themselves to furn
ishings, but they contributed thelr share by keeping attractive and colorful smocked
articles in the show cases., Several women volunteered to paint the downstairs work-
room to save the expense of a painter.

So the essentials were now resady for the grand opening.

In January, 1955, our new home, Kingecraft House, was completed sufficiently
for us to hold our monthly meeting, and that was a proud and never-to-be-forgotten
day in the history of Kingcrafts. Every member took a personal pride in the accom-
plishment.

With the new bullding cam= an influx of new members and groups were greatly
enlarga=d.

With such a low fes as $1.00 per year, there was the danger of women be-
coming members primarily for social reasons, with no serious intention of learning
a craft or abiding by our laws of attending the minimum fifty percent of their work
meetings., To overcoms this difficulty we established an initiation fee of $5.00
and found that this helped to answer this problem.

While enthuslasm over the new building was at its height, plans were formu-
lated to repay our loans and obtain a fund to mest the yearly budget for maintaining
Kingcraft House., We had met with such great success at our previous sale in 1954
that we declided to organize immediately for a yet bigger and better sale in Septembe
1956, to be held once again in the Community Hall at Maple.

While we longed to have the sale in our new Kingcraft House, yet our better
Judgment told us that in ord=r to rais= our objective of $4000.00, we would need a
hall big enough to accommodates a very large attendance, possibly fifteen hundred to
two thousand people. Tickets for admittance were once again sold in advance. Each
member was responsible for selling a minimum of ten tickets and five books of raffle
tickets. These wore given to the members four to five monthe in advance of the gale

Evary member put her shoulder to the wheel for this offort, for we were all
anxlous to have Kingecraft House free of debt. Once again we far exceedad our ob-
Jective and thus were able to repay by Octobar. 75% of every $100.00 lent to us, and

by the following spring, assisted by the fact that a few generous-minded people re-

iturned our cheques and thus made us gifts of their loans, we were enabled to repay
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all outstanding amounts. The result was that loans were entirely repaid in elghteen
monthe instead of the five years as promised, and the fine reputation and confidence
in the members of Kingcrafts was maintained and even enhanced.

In addition to repaying the loans, we had sufficient surplus to purchase some
much needed furnishings for the kitchan and workrooms on the lower level. As king-
ecrafts was now being rented to other organizations for evening meetings, this nec-
essitated an addition to the number of chairs and cups and caucers to the capacity
of one hundred people.

In the year 1956 Kingcrafts becams an affiliated member of the Canadian Handi
crafts Guild of Toronto, and we were honoured when they asked our Hooking Group to
exhibit their rugs, and to demonstrate this craft at the Guild Exhibvit at the Cana-
dian National Exhibition. This group has now fulfilled this request for three con-
secutive y=ars, and has becom= well known to people far and wide who are interested
in this craft.

Throughout the yesars Kingecrafts hookers and weavers have exhibited and won
many awards and honorabls mention= for thelr work at the Montreal Canadian Handicraft
Guild Sxhibit, London District Weavers, and Canadian Handicraft Guild Exhibit at the
Canadian National Exhibition. For two cons=2cutive years the Rug Hookers have demon-
strated thelr craft at the Dalziel Piloneer Mussum. They also exhibited at the Simcoe
County Arts and Crafts, where our Fresident was asked to tell the Story of Kingerafts

Amongst the members of Kingcrafts were many young womsn with small children,
who could not attend our monthly meetings and thus lost touch with the work being dor
outside of their own group. Also by this time we had nearly one hundred associate
members whom we rarely contact2d. In order to keep these members and associate mem-
bers informed of the ever-incrsasing activities of Kingcrafts, 1t was suggested that
a quarterly publication be edited and sent out to all members. Thuse THE KINGCRAFT
CHRONICLE came into being in 19550 under the able direction and editing of one of our
younger members, Now, in ite fourth year, it has proved to be of inestimable value
and of great interest to all who receive it. The circulation of the last =dition in
November, 1959, was over thr=e hundred, and at every issue there is an increase as

membership =xpands.

About thies time one of our members made a pen and ink sketch of Kingcraft
Hous=, with the id=a of having it used as a frontiepiece for "Hasty-Notes", and on
the back page a route map from Toronto to Kingeraft House. The drawing was submitted
to the executive., They agresed that there was a nea=d for such stationery for sending
out invitatione and letters of thanks. Also it could be =91d to the members for per-

‘sonal use. One thousand were printed and made up into packages of ten and twenty-fix

i
i
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and =0l1d for 50¢ and $1.00 respectively. This statlonery proved to he very popular,
and before long a second order was printed, this time in green ink. Many thousands
of these Hasty-Notes have been =0ld throughout the years, not only to Kingcrafts
membere but also to visitors to our attractive Craft House,

In 1957 a yearly budget for the maintenance of Kingcraft House was carefully
studied and ectimated at $600.00 psr yezar. This included taxes, water, light, oil
for heating, caretaking, grass cutting, snow shovelling, plus an ample surplus for
any necessary small repairs. The Precident at this time (1957) was a very level-
headed and far-seeing person, and while we were free of any debt and had sufficient
funds in the bank to carry us for one year, she felt strongly that we should have a
reserve building maintenance fund, for any 2mergency which might arise regarding the
building, thus alleviating thes =2xecutive »f any personal financial responsibility.
In order to raise this fund we decided to hold a smaller =sale at Kingcraft House in
October 1958. We had nine monthe in which to work and prepare for this sale. Fvery-
one was enthusiastic in anticipation of the first =ale in our own attractive buildin

where the artistic surroundings would lend themselves to the favourable chowing of
crafte,

Entrance tickets, including lunch, were once again so0ld in advance, for King
craft House would not accommodate more than ahout one hundred and fifty people at on
time. A revolutionary idea in display was planned by a member who had years of ex-
perience in her own artistic gift shop, and ths result was breath-taking in its beau
Our work, though attractive and of high quality, was enhancad by the ingenious way 1
which i1t was di=splayed.

The =sale opened at 10.30 and we wers practically =0ld out by 2 o'clock.

Our patrons from Toronto and outlying districte appreciated the opportunity
cshop 2arly and partake of an attractive lunch sefved in the Anglican Sunday School
acrose the road, Here many treasured handicraft articles, which were not for fale,
decorated the walls and made interecting conversation pieces.

The financial results of this =ale were oncz agaln beyond our expectations,
and we were not only able to establish a substantial building maintenance fund, but

also put asides a =sum for special instruction to the groups and make additions to our

equipment and to the ra=ference library. In this sale ths members received 75% from

fthe csale of their work and Kingecrafts 25%. Many of the members spent their returns

on buylng better materials and squipment, thus sver improving the quality of their

work., But in some cases thies extra amount of income has helped many a famlly throug

)

an anxious financial period.

The years 1958 and 1959 saw great changes in the garden at Kingcraft House.
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On the south side of the front lawn an attractive rockery had been built the previou
year and planted by the garden group. This in the spring was a blaze of colour. A
nursery of small government svergre=2ns fillad the back of the two hundred foot 1lot.
A cedar hedge for the entire south boundary was donated and planted by one of the me
bers, with the ald of her husband. Several very fine specimen shrubs, including 111
ace, flowering crabs, spiresa and forsythia, were purchased from funds made available
by a speclal sale of plants and bulbs arranged by the garden group.

In the autumn of 1958, many fine species of bulbts, including tulips, scillas
grape hyacinths and daffodils, were planted on the north border, and lately a few pe
ennials have been added. We were fortunate in having two very large old and widely-

spreading apple tre=ss in the garden, and in the spring we occasionally sit under the

for our meetings.

Thes husband of the convenor of the garden group made three high redwood trel-

lises for the south wall of Kingerafts and now vines hide an otherwiese plain and un-

attractive wall.

The garden group mambers, numbering about 2ighteen, took on the responsibili

of keeping the grass and flower bede watered during the summer months -- no mean tas

when one realizes that these women all have gardens of their own to attend to, and
many have at least five to ten miles to drive to reach Kingecraft House.

The enthusiasm of thise group 1s 1inspired by the leadership of a member with

tireless energy and one Increasing purposs, to make our gardens beautiful. Kingcraf

throughout the ten years, has been most fortunate in the high quality of its leaders

not only the executive level but also in the individual craft groups. All members

hold office for a period not eXceaeding two years; but there has never been a lack of

efficient leaders to follow the high standard of their predecessors., A feeling of

the ne2d of most women for the exprassisn of beauty, finds an outlet in Kingcrafts,

and this spirit produces a desire to give freely and ably of their individual abilit;

for leadership.

Howaver, in spite of this eplendid leadarship,

in the spring or 1959 a cer-

tain note of apathy seemed to he apparent in some of the groups. It 1ie the belierf

of Kingerafte that nothing stands =t111 in this world; there must bhe elther progress

or recession. Of course it is poseslible that this apathy wae partially due to 'Spring

[Fever', but psychologically the time had arrived when inspiration from an outeide
‘source was ne=2ded.

The idea of Introducing a course of lectures on 'Colour and Orig-

:inal D=sign' was thoroughly looked into and the results presented at the June meeting

| The course was to coneist of a series of six lectures to be given once a week

‘ _
from mid-October to mid-November, by a well-known artisan and lecturer on this sub-
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jeet, the fez2 for this course to be $3.00 per member (50¢ per lecture), to be payable
In advance. This was to cover ths =2xpenses of the teacher's fes, A book was passed
around at this meeting for members to sign if they wished to take these lectures,

and to our amazement sixty women out of the sixty-five present at the meetlng ex-

pressed their desire to take the course. We thought that by the fall the enthusiasm
might wane, but on the stated date in October sixty members arrived at Kingecraft Hous
at 10.15 A.M., 2quippad with pencile, rubbers and drawing paper, ready and eager to
broaden their horizone,

It was an exhausting morning, for it had beesn a long time =ince many of us
had experienced such concentration of =ffort. The group ¥urned osut to be much too
large for one person to manage, =o we were divided into morning and afternoon classes
10 o'clock to 12 and 2 o'clock to 4., We left at the end of our first l=cture with,
alas!. home-work to be dones hefore the following week. This seamad almoset more than
we could take., For some of us 1t had been forty years since we had been given 'homewo

An amusing experience 1e told by ons of the younger members, the mother of fo
young hoys. She was =itting at the table with the two younger sons while they were
doing their homework. BEventually she brought osut her drawing paper and pencil and
started on her work for the lecture the following morning. When asked by the ten-yea
old why she looked so worried, she replied, "I am doing my homework." The boys thoug
that this was a big joke and laughed heartily at the sight of their mummy doing home-
work. The older boy, somewhat of an artist, said: "But what are you so worried about

to which she replied, "I have to makes an original deelgn for a Christmas card tonight

The artist lad said, "Why that's as =asy as falling off a log", and in a very few min

utes he produced an Interesting and certainly an original dessign.

fuch 1= the ease with which Imaginative and uninhibited youth can produce
originality whiles to adults it is a struggls.

The resulte of the series of lectures waes very gratifylng. Naturally some

benefitted much more than others, but many of our members produced their own original

design for Christmas cards bty the block linolsum method, others made block prints on

place mats for Christmas gifte, while everyone gained an Insight into the field of

the importance of colour and originality in design in modern-day craftsmanship.

There was a surplus left over when all eXxpenses had besn paid, and with this

3 oy
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bought a much-n2eded green" blackhoard framsd in pine, and an excellent textbook
Fn design which was highly recommend=d by our instructor, another valuable addition
to our refersnce library.

It 1= quite possibls that, in the not too distant future, we may add an eight
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craft to Kingerafts, that of 'Textile Printing', and this would te the result of
the keen interest shown by many of our members 1n the lectures and demonstrations
in this fascinating and most ussful craft.

At present we are very busy planning and organizing for our fifth Kingcrafts
sale to be held in October, 1960.

One of the main objectives for this sale is to raise funds to purchase a
fifty foot 1ot next to Kingcraft Houes, if and when 1t becomes available., We feel
that 1t would not only be a good investment, as our present property has doubled in
value in three years, but also another and more important reason is that if King-
crafts continues to grow in membership at the rate that it has done in the past ten
years, w2 chall have to face the nsecescity of enlarging our present bullding to ac-
commodate the mambers.

Many of our members feel strongly that any new addition to Kingcrafts should
provide accommodation for a workroom for the msn of our community, especially those
Who have retired, in order that they too might follow the hobbiles of thelr choice
and at the same time meet in friendly unison. Of course this is still a dream, but
to quote Carl Sandburg, "Nothing happens unless first a dream."

Gifts =t1l1l1 continue to arrive at Kingcraft House, the latest being a much-
needed pine lectern to match the beautiful pine table referred to earlier in this
story. It is being made by the same firm and will be presented at the January month
meeting. This ies a gift from the author of this story, to commemorate the tenth an-
niversary of Kingcrafts.

The foregolng has been a chronological account of the material and fascin-
ating growth of Kingcrafts over the period of the last nine years. Now for the even
more Important human side of the story.

Any community =ntesrprise, to be successful, should be unselfish in its ob-
Jectives., It must attract and hold its members, through their sincere desire to
help one another rathsr than in any spirit of compestition. Human values far out-
welgh those of dollars and cents, necesgsary as they ware and ars and will continue

to be in our future advancement. The human values to which I refer are not merely

 theoretical but have been vividly apparent throughout the years.

The following human values seem to be uppermost. They are:

1) Congenial companionship has been found, both by long-time residents and newcomer
to our fast-growing community. Women who had experienced great loneliness, and
in some cases where 1life was without purpose, have found a way to happilness by
Joining a group of women who are eager to share their knowledge and experilence
of a craft with their n=zighbours,.

2) Working creatively with the hands and mind breaks down any social barrier that
otherwise might exist, and almost all of us have some latent talent which, when
discovered and daveloped, will bring a profound sense of reward and satisfaction
to the individual.
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3) The joy of learning and discovery of new flelds at any age.

h) Our homes and gardens have been enhancad in beauty by the knowledge we have

| acquired through lectures and desmonetrations throughout the years, on colour
and design, history of fabrics, gardening and the use of driftwood and drled
flowers for winter arrangements, vegetable dyeing of wool, conservation, and
many other subjects of interest. The creative work of our hands in weaving,
hooking, ceramics, leathercraft, smocking, art and flower arrangements, have
found important plac=s in our homes, and have given to us a wider realization
of 1ife's 2nduring values,

It is with great pleasure and a feeling of pride that I write thls account
of the 'Kingcrafts Story' and the magnificent achievement of the women of King and
district. My hspe 1s that 1t may prove to be an inspiration and valuable gulde and
pattern for any group of women desiring to find expression of Beauty through the
work of theilr hands and minds.

Perhaps the truest meaning of Kingcrafts 1s best exemplified 1n the follow-
ing verses written by our Fublicity Convenor, who takes for her title the Kingcrafts

insignia, which is 'A Palr of Working Hands'.

A Pair of Working Hands

A palr of working hands,
Symbol of Kingcrafts,
Sturdy, deft and sensitive,
Fashioning creative Instinct
Into tanglble workmanship.
This 1s Kingcrafts.

A pair of sensitive hands,
Country women at work
Capturing the light and shadow of a summer day,
Catching the burnished autumn tones,
The tender grace of a leaflike spring,
Taking the vivid hues of the garden's ecstacy,
This 1is Kingcraftse.

A palr of creative hands,
Searching design, s2eking perfection,
Hidden Jjoys springing to life,
Heart and hands producing,
Knowing that handcrafts are
Inseparable to living.
This is Kingcrafts.

Laura Rolling - 1956,

Muriel I.Flavelle,
"Kingswold" King,
January 15, 1960,

With grateful acknowledgment to:

a) Mrs.James Baxter, whose research through the minutes of meetings of nine years
for a chronological report of the development of Kingcrafts, which she gave at
our Ninth Birthday Meeting in September 1959. This has proved to be of great
agssistance to me in writing this 'Kingcrafte Story'.

b) Mrs.Laura Rolling for the verses which she wrote on 'Kingcrafts'.
¢) My husband, Sir Hllsworth Flavelle, for the pictures he took of all the most

important events 1In the development of Kingcrafts, and for hls encouragement -
and helpful vision all through the years.
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