CURRENT ERVENTS

4-H Homemaking Club

In the spring of the year 1955, the "Green Thumbs" Garden elub group was
organized under the name of the 4-H c¢lub, and was sponsered by the Laskay
Womengs Institute Branch, Different Mothers, lMothers of the Club Girls have
given their time and help to these girls,

Following the Garden project, the next one was "Cotton Aceessories for
the bedroom"™, taken during the winter months of 1955-56, The club name being
changed to "Laskay Learners”,

There were 5 members in the first group, three more joined the second
groupe These are all goung teen-age girls,

The 4-H Pledge is "I pledge My head to clearer thinking,

My heart to greater loyalty,
My hands to larger service
My health to Better living, for my community and country.

4-H club work is now a large international movement with rural youth in

34 countries,

Jury Duty

The first woman Jurist £alled in our district was Mrs., Norman Btheridge

of Laskay. Our president of Laskay Institute at the time, was ealled for Sept.
1955, but due to unforeseen circumstances, Mrs, Etheridge was not able to atténd
the assizes,

Warden

Local Resident chosen for Warden, 1956,

The York county warden- Mr, Marshall McMurchy lives on the Vaughan
side of vaughan & King road between Con. 6 and 7, but we consider him from Laskay
as he and his parents and forefathers lived in this community and all have been
church workers at Laskay or Strange. Marshall having gone to school one and a
quarter miles south of townline road on 6th, followed by high school at Aurora
and Agricultural college at Guelph, He has been an interested and enthusiastic
worker for his Township for sometime, achieving reeveship by acclamation and is
well versed in county affairs.

His wife, former Jean Ross of King Township is a membe$ of Laskay

Women's Tustitute,



KINGCRAFT

Kingeraft Guild was organized in King City Distriet in October
1950 by Lady Flavelle who was founder and first President.
Membership began with 30 women engaged primarily in two crafts,
In five years membership has enlarged to over one hundred members and a
~larger scope of Handicrafts, ILaskay district contributed many members
when first organized in theusmoecking, leather-making and rugging and weaving
groups,
The first sale of Handierafts was held in June 1952 st Lady
Flavelle's Home, 7th concession, King township, The second sale in 1954
October 6th was held at Maple community center. There were articles all
produced by Kingeraft weavers, rug hooking group, smockers, leather workers,
pottery and art groups.
The weavers had some 80 pieces of work, leather workers had
155 items, pottery worke®s had a display of 75 or more i tems,
Eomplementing the craft work is always the garden boo th,
treasured antiques, home baking and candy and afternoon tea,
Profits from these sales will be toward the erection of a Kingeraft
building, in King City.
It was a happy experience for Kingerafters to hold their first
1956 general meeting in their new building known as Kingseraft House, The
offieial opening , Wed, May 23, 1956, The "king Rug" a pictorial seene of the
Village made by the rugging group, ia a wall tapestry. The handwoven curtains

for the cecraft rooms were made on a large loom in the audi torium by the weavers,



KING AND VAUGHAN HREF RING CELEBRATE 60TH YEAR . 1951

"I remember when the King and Vaughan Beef Ring started,"” says Billy McKay
who is presently living at the home of Albert Richards, 5th concession, King,
"I ate meat from the first beef that was killed 60 years ago,"

Billy will be one:of  the hundred guests who will celebrate the 60th
birthday of the Beef Ring Association, with a party, to be held on Thursday
night, December 6, in the Masonic Hall at King City. Although the party will
feature a turkey supper served by the women of Kigg Anglican Church, the talk

will be of beef, For 60 summers families of King and Vaughan have shared in
the Beef Ring.

The original minute book of Bhe Society is s$ill in use, and although it
is tattered, the faded ink on the first pages records the birth of the Society,

On Maréh 17, 1891, a small group of fammers in King and Vaughan held a
meeting for the purpose of forming a beef association, A committee was formed
to try and interest a sufficient number in this preoposal, Two days later the
Town-line Beef Assoeiation was born.

It has 16 members, The present membership is 29, BEleven of these are
full shares, while 18 members have half shares, Thus it is called a 20share
ring, The Beef-Ring starts each summer in the first week of June, Bach member
must furnish one two-year-old animal, fit for beef, during the season, in his
proper turn, Thus for twenty consecutive weeks, every Monday night a beef is
killed, Tuesday mornings it is eut up, each piece weighed, and hung on the hooks
in the slaughter house, By 7 o'elock Tuesday morning, members of the Society
begin to arrive to pifk up the meat hung under their names,

The first president of the Society was Charles Nixon,the secretary-treasurer
N.A., Malloy, and the first buteher, Wm. Walkington.

Wib Burms of Kinghorn is the present president, while Lorne Scott of
Kinghorn is the secretary-treasurer and butcher, Fred Brown and Ewart Patton of
King generally drﬁp in at the slaughter house on Monday nights, to lend a hand
and Kenneth Scott helps cut up the beef on Tuesday morning.

Although many men of King and Vaughan have held offices in the Beef-Ring,
the bugchers have been confined to three families, all of King - The Walkipgtons

(1891-1916), Andrew Cadden (1916-1935) back to the Walkington'sumfil 1941, then
to the Scottg,



KING ARND WAUGHAN BEEF RING CELEBRATES 60th YEAR - cont'd,

The price of beef has certainly taken a jump since 1911, when it was 9¢ per
pound., Currently beef is 40¢ per pound, ZIucky is the farmer who draws a twenty
pound steak the week he is threshing., But someone has to get the neck and if the
beef has been a large one (the average this year was Ssojﬁ%he neck seems to be the

largest part of it.

None of the society's original members appear on the membership of 1952,but

the Hadwens and the MeQuarries still carry on the family tradition,

The slaughter house, a 12x12 frame building was first on the farm of Wnm.
Walkington, 1In 1917 the Walkingtons sold it it the society for $50.00, and it was
moved to the other side of the road, In 1925 the insurance of $3 per year was

dropped and ten years later it burned to the ground, Undaunted the Society

appointed a building committes, and a new buidding was erected, In 1942 it was
moved to the Seott farm on the fifth of King, where it now stands., The huge chart
which hangs in the slaughter house is a weekly record of the weight of meat each
member has received, and the weight of the beef killed,

The idea of the chart and the Beef Ring is that everything works out evenly
when the long columns of figures have been added eorrectlye The members taking out
more beef than they have put in, pay the difference at the annual meeting, at the
rate of 40¢ per pound. If a member has put in a large beef, and over the summer

he has got less than this weight of bee{ he is paid at the same rate.

Over the years, whenever the membefs have held a supper or anniversary
party, they have always had oysters or fowl, never roast beef,

Most farmers in Laskay district have been members at ome time or another

during this period,

This history was written by Mary Moore Scott.



Baby Band Picnic - taken at Mrs, Jesse Bryson's
June 1954

Four Oldest Members in Laskay W.ILS.
left - Mrs, W, Boys - lrs. He Ross - Mrs. J.Hunter - Mrs, F. Marshall

iiembers and friends at same picniec,



Feginning of Highway 400 in middle of lots 4 and 5 - About’ 1945,

g, .

Beginning of service station - 400 n1ghway & King City Sideroad,
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Friday, June 11th

inning

You are cordially invited to attend the
Beg

Highway 400 at the King City Interchange

GRAND OPENING CELEBRATION
. B. GREGG’'S SHELL SERVICE STATION



NATURALISTS PRAISE KING PUPTLS FOR DISPLAYS ON CONSERVATION

When 500 pupils in grades 4 to 8 of 18 elementary schools of King township will
produce many displays of three-dimensional projects on methods of conservation,
plus dozens of posters and serapbooks, it proves their desire for the establishment

of a "Wildlife Sanctuary in King Township"., Such was shown at the pupil's display

last Friday,June 1955,

Pupils of five schools read briefs to the township couneil, giving reasons for a
sanctuary, suggestions for methods of setting it up and outlining its uses and
ultimate benefit to the present and future generation of children and adults.

Reeve Elton Armstrong was inspired to tell them in a reply speech to children,
teachers and parents: "Perhaps a year from now council will be able to assure you
such a sanetuary will come about.™ He also said the late Aubrey Davis had made a
conservation survey of the township in 1938, and his son is now chairman of the
planning board which would be consulted 6n such matters. The non-competi tive

exhibit was held in the auditorium of Aurora and distriet high school on June 16,

It was a tremendous achievement by the schools and an educational program sponsored

by the Federation of Qntario Naturalists, to stimulate an interest in conserwation,

Through the leadership of inspectors Halman and J.F.Hodge, the various school

principals and with the co-operation of the Federation of Haturalists and Ontario
Department of Lands and Forests, the panorama spelled intensive study and research

on phe part of the children., Dnspector Maynard Hallman was chairman of the gatherin;
Mr, G, Marshall Bartman spoke on behalf of the Federation of Ontario Naturalis

The schools taking part were (0ak Ridges, King City, Strange, New Scotland, Pottagevil

Snowball, S.S5.7, S.8. 17, Lloydtown, Linton, Eversley, Temperanceville, Kinghorn,
S.S. 26 and S.S. 24 (Amsterdam). Books will be sent to these schools by the Federa:

To deseribe each school project individually would be impossible but the gene:
theme was picturing a wildlife sanétuary in a multitude of wariations, Several schoc
explained the projects to the audience, The briefs expressed definite opinions for
the need of a sanctuary, A film,"The world at our Feet", was shown, The boys and

girls were treated to ice eream by the Federation,
The  program was televised, 1In the morning Xing City school was televised,

The program was made from grades 7 and 8, among them pupils from Strange, Those who
were fortunate in our community to be looking at T.V. on June 29th at 5,15 P.M.

reeégnized many local faces from the Aurora scene and King City.



1954

Section of Maple Tree lMarks History Dates.

There are still grand old trees in King Township that have
lived all the years between the two Queens Elizabeth. One?: maple, cut
down to make room for new growth in the bush lot on Donald C. Gillies'
farm, 6th Con., Xing. A slice of this tree was part of a study in
conservation shown by the pupils of King City Public School at Aurora
& Distriet High School last week.

Ross Gillies, great-grandson of the original Scottish emigrant
farmer, Archibald Gillies who settled on his Crown Grant of 100 acres
and has continued to be the home of his descendants, along with his school
friends, Danny Buddin and Barry Wallace, have learned a great deal from
this slice of Maple tree. With their teacher, Carson Bice, and other
clessmates, they counted the rings of growth and discovered that it was
quite = tree in 16656 when Champlain sailed to Quebeec.

At the display of conservation study, the rings on the tree
were marked to show the time when Volfe captured Juebec, when Brock fell
at Queenston Heights, the Battle of Trafalgar and the beginning of the

Great War. These were among the historicsl events and scientific disg-

coveries studied by the pupils and marked on the tree trunk.

CONSERVATION
Land Judging Competitions are Here

1857.

Livestoek Jjudging used to bBe the rage in farm districts. Now,
some ferm groups are turning to their soil, giving it thet same thorough
inspection once saved for the cattle. They are finding out that each
field on the farm has characteristics which make it unique.

| In the fall of 1957, land judging competitions made their
debut in Ontario. This competition in York County was sponsored by the
Metropolitan Toronto conservation authority of York County. Seventeen
young farmers were peering into pits to study the soil horizons, rubbing
topsoil and subsoil in their hands to test the structure and texture,
sizing up the topography of the fields, and filling out their score cards.

Soil scientists from the Ontario Agricultural College took the

groups to several farms before the competition was held to coaeh contes-

tants on how to identify the characteristics of various soils.



CONSERVATION

Land Judging Competitions are Here - 1957 (Continued)

Then when they went into the four fields of the Russell
Hoover farm at King, they were prepared for judging. This competition
was held on farm Lot 1, west part of Con. 6, about one mile from Laskay,
where the ladies of Laskay Women's Institute catered the noon lunch to

the group of men.



FIRE DESTROYS LANDMARK RESIDENCE IN KING TWP. - Yanuary - 1956,

Fire destroyed a landmark dwelling on the farm of G.G.Wanless, sixth concession of
King, four miles northwest of King City, late Monday afternoon, lrs, Winnifred Dicen
28, the farm manager's wife was able to get her two Poungest children, Mariagaret, 16
months and Steven, three months out of the house,

Her husband,John D&ceman, 30, was at King City getting special milk for the baby
when his wife telephoned Rigwoed Supermarket to tell him the kitchen stove pipes were
on fire, Carol, four was with her Pather and Norman8, and Linda,6 were at Strange
school,

The fire had a head start before fireman arrived. When the truck tank was empty,
fireman had to take the trueck 70 rods to a nearby lake (Boys Lake) for more water,

When neighbours arrived on the scene they got some furniture and an odd piece of
household equipment to a driving shed nearby, But the greater part of the family
belongings was destroyed. Mr, Diceman nad no insurance on his possessions, The fami
spent the night at the Ross Folliott farm house and were to stay there as long as the
needed help, Mrs., Folliott stated.

The King City firemen stayed at the scene until 11 p.m. to safeguard the large 1
and other buildings, The six-room house was made of logs covered with c¢lapboard, It
was built nearly 125 years ago by Isaac Boys and was used by three generations of the
Boys familye.

The last of the family to occupy the farm was Fred Boys of Oak Ridges, He
mo@ernized the house 10 years ago, It was sold five years ago to Larry lMcGuinness
who sold it to Mr. Wanless, Total loss of dwelling and contents,including a deep
freeze belonging to Mr. Wanless, was estimated at over $15,000,

Communities halp burned-out family,

Excavation will be started soon for a two storey modern dwelling to replace the abowve
house, On Tuesday neighbors collected clothing for children and took in home baking
and groceries to the Ross Folliott farm where Mrs, Diceman and children are staying.
Mrs,Wanless brought a carload of clothes she collected from her Toronto friends :

a layette for Stephen,and other artieles, The King City Lions c¢lub is supplying waj
under clothing and emergency items for the ehildren, A community shower for beddin
and miscellaneous articles will be held by Laskay W.I. in the Laskay Hall, on Satur

night.



RADIO_ BROADCAST

On February 25th, 1958, Laskay Institute was honored by being on a
local Radio Broadcast at Richmond Hill, C.J.R.H,

During the Fall of 1957, and through 1558, ten minutes is allowed
the Women's Institutes of York County, every Tuesday og the Farm ahd
Home Bhow,

Mrs, Norman Etheridge, second-vice President of York Centre District

gnd Mrs, Pearson Smeltzer, Historicsl Research Convener for Laskay were

Intterviewed on complling cur History Book,

MY HOME IS MY CASTLE
Sometimes, when tired, I fret and stew
There seems too much for me to de,
The kitchen floor needs swept and scrubbed
The clothes and children, all need tubbed,
There seems to be excessive noise
From hungry little girls and boldys
I think, if I could get away,
I'a have the grandest heliday,
We've all felt this way, more or less
When home affaire were in a mess,
But what's our first thought when we roam?
"If only I were safe at homel"
Within the wall of our agbede
We find life's treasures, safely stowed,
Family, fun, Jjoy-we can't explain-&
Faith, love and comfort, when in pain,

This poem was written and readyby Mrs, Mary Moore Scett in August, 1955, as

an explanation of the motte - "My home 1g my castle",



COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
Flock to buy Rellice at Farm auction sale,

Over 300 people were attracted to Lot 10, west side of 7th Concesslon,
King township in October, 1956, People came intrigued by the great
nymber of relics, others came to see old implements and equipment along
gside modern machinery being sold, at an auction sale, the property of
Brydon Ross, who had lived on that farm about eighty years, Hls wife,
being taken suddenly by death just previously, alsec lent a wave of
sympathy to see the o0ld homestead broken up and up for sale,

Some aét1Que pleces were destined for museums in Dalzail and Simcoe
Parks, while others would feature private homes and garden folklore,
Coveted pieces like the bld sidehill plow" sold at $5.00, a buggy for
$7.00 and an ancient cutter brought $3.,00, A spool bedstead sold for
$3.25, a daisy churn ,70f, handhooked rugs for $2,75 and $2.25,

Home preserved frult sola at ¢50 and .60¢ mostly in 2 qt. Jars.

Mr, Ross saved the rocker he won at a pléwing match when he was 18,
Many prized relics were distributed among relatives,

A gramophone with horn and recorés sold for $2,00, stone Jars sold
like hotcakes,

Many a relic was found in the "farm jewellry",

Laskay United Church W.,M,8, had a refreshment booth and cleared $40,00,



KING CITY CLERGYMAN HEADS NEW PRESEYTERY

The United church charge of King City, Laskay, Testen andé all ef the
King community sre honered in the selection of Rev, Mértin M, Jenkinsen
B.A., B.D., of King City as chairman of the newly fermed York Presebytery
ef the United Church ef Canada,

In the ministry fer a quarter century and incumbent of the King charge
fer the past 11 years, Mr, Jenkinsen was surprised when his appointment
was revealed at a meeting in S8t, Andrew's church, Markham, en January 8,

Tne fermatien of the York Presbytery is the outcome of the extensive
grewth ef the Terente area which made the former three district pregbhy=-
teries "unwieldy", The new unit takes in charges in Yerk Ceunty nerth
of Steele's Ave, teo Lake Simcee, excluding Thornhill, It includes five
charges in Ontarie ceunty and!many churches in Terente Centre and
Terente East Presbyteries, There are 69 members in the new Presbytery,

In Nevember the cengregatiens made a practical gesture of their
admiratien fer Mr, and Mrs, Jenkinsen in presenting them with a series
of heuseheld appliances at a specisl gathering, Mrs, Jenkinsgen is net
enly her hushand's helpmate in all his werk but plays an active part in

the church life of their cengregatiensg,




PROGRAMME

Opicral Opening

of

the new
Township of King
Administration Buildin g
by

J. D. MILLAR, CE.

Deputy-Minister of Public Works
of the Province of Ontario

Township of King

Saturday, September 14th, 1957




KING TOWNSHTIP OFFICIALLY OPENS ITS NEW ADMINISTRAYION BUILDING

"The official evening of the new municipal building ef King Tewnship
1s a histery-mekling eccaslen and from the bettem of my heart I welceme
all whe are present te nhelp celeurate tnis impertant day", were tne
epening remarks of Reeve William Hedgsen, en Saturday afierneen, Septemper
14, 1957,

Ine Traditienal ribben was efricially cut oy JeDMitsar, C.E,, deputy-~
miniscer ei previncial puplic werks, ane a Iriend of King tewnship fer
the pasgt 20 years,

It was a preud eccasien fer building ceniraciver, C,vVe.verrew, Celgan
and tne yeung architect, Irving Beigen, Terente, when they delivered the
key of the bullding to the reeve,

The reeve intreduced his ceuncillers, the feur fermer reeves and the
chairman, L,B, Geodfellew, an ex-reeve of King and warden ef Yerk ceunty
in 1949,

Seats ef hener were given to ex-reeves Arthur McCutcheen, Nerman
MacMurchy, L.Be.Goodfellow and te Mrs, Elten Armstreng whe teek her husband's
Place because of his current illness,

Ex-ceuncillers Willlam Kehee and Russel Snider, Yerk ceunty Warden,
R,JeTayler and fermer Ceunty wardens, Jack Rye, Ralph Cerner and Marshall
McMurchy as well as Bruce Davis snd Aubrey Dean of King tewnship planning
boezrd were present,

Nerman MacMurchy, whese forebsars were esrly settlers in King township
drew on his vast knewledge of tewnship histery to tell eof the early days
end hew aéministration has changed and advanced since King townsiip was
first surveyed in 1800,

He speke of the fine pine fereste on the Ridges of King, the best in



KING TOWNSHIP OFFICIALLY OPENS ITS NEW ADMINISTRATION BUILDING Cont'd,

o s g

Ontarie, It seems toc bad, he sald that in slightly ever 100 years,
"there isn't ene old pine tree left in King teownship, prebably net in the
whele of Yerk County". He teold how the Xing pines were cut for ship masts
and how the earliest settlers cut and relled the pines down hill, burning
them in erder to clear the land, He remembered the last mast was taken
from Loves bush en the 7th ef King, let 12, brought down through Herb
Re3B's farm te the sidereosd and hauled to Xing statien with ®ix teams of
herses, He was s small bey when this teek place,

Majer A.A.Mackenzie, MPP intreduced J,D,Millar, He tee had fond boy-
hood memories ef King tewnship when he was a lad on his father's farm at
Weedbridge, Mr, Millar sald he firmly believes that "all public servants
sheuld be breught up on a farm.," The art of farming 1s the oldest and
mest demanding craft in the werld, he szid. Once its ruiimenfs are
mastered all ether skills ceme easily,

He speke highly ef the tewnship's elected and permanent efficials, Net
only yeur tewnship but the prevince, he ss1é 1s richer by the advice and
guldance of Hareld Rese, yeour efficient clerk-treasurer ané tax cellecter,
"Any man whe can cellect taxes and still be peppular is in truth endewed
with the widdem of Seleman," sald Mr, Millar,

Mr, Millar sald the new municipal building hag histeric value, because
_it is ergctei en a site net far from the place where the illiterate but
sdventureus Entienne Brule, the French explerer had travelled and where
Governer Simcee had travelled in his sgearch fer a feasible everland reute
from the new capital of Yerk te the inland waters of the Great Lakes,
Could I meke the suggestien that on er near the greunds of this site, a
sultable memorial be erected to the memory ef Brule znd his illustrieus

successor, John Graves Simcee, he odded,
DEDICATION CEREMONY

B!

Befere the cutting of the ribben, the new building was dedicated by
Revy.Dr.Abbett ef Schemberg,

The unvelling ef the blue and silver plaque by C.A.Cathers, MP a King
township farmer was & special feature, "Many of yeu were bern in King
township but I chese this township fer my heme," said Mr, Cathers, "I
am proud," he enid,"te represent this municipalify 1n the House of Cemmens
and am loeking ferward te the time when the Queen opens parliament,

In accepting the key of the King tewnship building, Reeve Hedgsen

en behalf of council recognized the suppert glven in premoting the project,



KING TOWNSHIP OFFICIALLY OPENS _ITS NEW ADMINISTRATION BUILDING Cont'd
DEDICATION CEREMONY

"It will do a good job for years to come," he said. The reeve said over
50 individual gifts from taxpayers and others had beautified and enhanced
the building on opening day. Baskets of flowers from everywhere and
permanent gifts were marks of goodwill and friendship.

The building was now open for inspection, for the signing of
the guest book, and then downstairs where light refreshments were served
to everyone by the ladies of Laskay Women's Institute.

The first council meeting was held in the new township municipal
building on Tuesday, August 6th, 1957. There was 2 good deal of township
business on hand but almost overlooked while topics of accessories for

the new building were discussed.

Charles Black of Laskay was engaged as caretaker on a contract

basis.
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