THE TORONTO CARRYING PLACE AND PURCHASE

The Huron Indians used trails along both the Rouge and Humber Rivers in their
trading trips, and war expeditions, and the first settlers followed the same routes.

In the early 1600's Samuel de Champlain, a Frenchman, sent a young lad
named Etienne Brule, to live in the country of the Huron savages and make himself
acquaintéd with their habits and customs. With no companions but primitive aborigines
and 800 miles from any white friends he learned Indian habits and customs too well.
He betrayed his country France and returned to the Huron Indians. He died by
treachery.

Among white men Etienne Brule is undoubtedly the first, as a boy of
eighteen he reachéd:ithe Huron country five years before Champlain, and first
travelled the Humber trail in 1615, as recorded in J.H. Cranston's Book "Etienne
Brule" - Immortal Scoundred". "Brule" and his twelve Huron companions travelled
down the present Lake Couchiching, through Lake Simcoe and up the Holland River
until they could:go no further. Shoulderinc their canoes they completed the long
twenty-mile portage to the mouth of the present Humber river, which is today Lake
Ontario. This has since been called the "Carrying Place."

La Salle crossed the carrying place in 1680 and said "All baggage must
be carried over the crest of high gountains™. The cances used by La Salle were
20 feet long, 3 feet wide and each carried about 12 hundred weight of merchandise.

Vhy the trail ran from the mouth of the Humber and not from some point
nearer 10 its source was the fact that all rivers flowing into Lake Ontario were
blocked by beaver dams and fallen timbers which the aborigines were unable to
remove. The Holland river which was a dead water could not be damned by beavers
zand was too wide to be obstructed by fallen timbers.

This trail 5ccording to the Indian Pioneer's map went up the West of
Laskay and there was a tenting camp at Hackett's Loke, whkich is now at Lot 13,
and Lot 14, on concession 6, King Township, about 2 miles north of Laskay.

Now a new highway namedd"400" between the mouth of the Humber River
and the West branch of the Holland River and beyond, follows closigly the course
of the Toronto Carrying Place; the main route between Lake Ontario, the Huron Country
and the Georgian Bay in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, This new highway
is one-half mile east of Laskay and crosses the Humber River directly east of Laskay.

" Between 1720 and 1759 Lake Ontario was controlled by French Posts at
Niagara, Toronto and the Bay of Quinte; the English were disputing their sway and
secured a fair share of the trade.

In 1785 the Humber Holland Trail was surveyed and in September 1787,

the preliminary negotiations with the Indians took place on the Bay of Quinte. The

Township of King is part of the Toronto Purchase arranged by Sir John Hohnson, as



THE TORONTO CARRYING PLACE AND PURCHASE Cont'd.

Superintendent of Indian Affairs and comprised about one-third of York County.
The price in trade goods was paid to the Indians and Nathaniel Lines invoice of
the goods reads as follows: "Memorandum of bales and boxes brought from Cataraque
by Mr. Lines to Toronto and delivered to Colonel Butler:=--6 bales Strouds 5 pieces
each 30 pleces; 4 Bales Moltons each 10 pieces 40 pieces; 4 kegs hoes 49 each, 196;
8 half barrels powder; 5 boxes guns; 3 cases shott; 24 Brass Kettles; 10 kégs of
ball; 200 lbs. Tobacco 47 carrots; 1 Cask containin: 3 Gro. Knives; 10 Doz. looking
glasses; 4 trunks of linen, 1 iogshead containing 18 pieces of gartering; 24
laced hats; 30 pieces Ribbon; 3 Gro. Fish Hooks; 2000 gun flints;l Box 60 hats;
1 bale flowered flannel 10 pieces; 5 bales 3 point blankets 16 pair each; 1 bale
Broad cloth 4 pieces; 5 pieces embossed serge; 1 case Barley €orn beads; 96
gallons of rum".

The total number of Indians who had an interest in this transation
was, men, women, and childreqh 1,107 persons.

The exploratory trip which Simcoe made in the Autumn of 1793 over

the whole communication between the Lakes is the last glimpse of the Humber

Holland porgage. The early surveyors were careful to note it's existence when
their lines crosced the old path, but as York county beacme farm land all

traces vanished except at the Northern and Southern extremities. As soon as

Yonge Street was opened the Humber Holland route was abandonéd,

S



King Township data taken from Historical Atlas of York County, 1878.

of King Township, commenced 6th of March, 1809.

From one of the oldest records in the county, the minute book

James Rogers

John Doan

Enos Dennis

Amos Hughes

Isaac Rogers
William Doan
Joseph Doan
Mahlon Doan
Ebenezer Doan
Rufus Rogers
Levi Dennis
Nathaniel Gamble, Jr.
Isaac Phillips
Isaac Hollinshead
Thomas Taylor
John Nicol

Benjamin Pearson

¥arch 28th, 1809

May 13th,

Total number of inhabitants

Heads of Families == == -=

-- Inhabitants names 33.
William Hughes
Joseph Cody
William Haines
Jacob Hollinshead
William Tyler
William Kennedy
Henry Harman
Isaac Davis
Caleb McWilliems
John Devine
David Love

James Love

John Hunter
Michael St. John
Henry Sagle

Ben jamin Kester

160

33

1820 =~ King Tewnship increase in inhabitants -- 278

1825 "
1830 -
1842 w
1850 "
1871 =
1881 : "
1957 .

"

& 450
" 766
" 2,625
g 5,574
: 7,482
" 6,664

» 9,673



PIONEER'S REQUIREMENTS.

The 8urveyor General issued from his office the 15th of July,
1794 notice -- "that all persons who have obtained assignments for
land including Yonge Street leading from York to Lake Simcoe unless a
dwelling house shall be built on every lot under certificate of location,
and the same occupied within one year, such lots will be forfeited on
the roads”.

These conditions were required from settlers ==

"They must within the term of two years, clear, fit for
cultivation, and fence, ten acres of the lot obtained; build a house
16 X 20 feet of logs or frame, with a single roof; also cut down all
the timber in front of, and the whole width of the lot, (20 chains,
135 feet wide), 356 feet of which must be cleared smooth and left for
half of the public road."

In 1796 Yonge Street north to Lake Simcoe was cleared and
levelled so that it was possible to travel the route with a vehicle.



PIONEER DAYS

In 1800 when the township was first surveyed King township had 30 settlers.
BY 1830 Xing township had 766 population.

The erection of a saw mill was always the first marked event in the formation
of a settlement in the bush; as the settlement increased grist or flour mills were
erected. In some cases there were settlers on land before there were deeds granted,
and some were squatters occﬁpying a favorable location in the hope that they would
not be disturbed.

4 growing population requires the necessities of life at hand, thus stores
were opened, taverns licensed and in a few years a thriving village, particularly
where there is a river or stream and a good water power,

The first farming in York County was done by methods most primitive when
compared with those of today. Loyalists recalled that a forked trunk of a tree was
at first hauled over the ground by oxen, and that the ground so scraped, was then
sown among the stumps by hand. Some pioneer farmers had the 0ld Bull plough, with
only one handle and a wooden mould-board. Heavy iron tools were used until later
replaced by steel.

In harvesting the flail wes carly used to beat the grain out of sheaves,
or horses treaded it on barn floor. In 1816 the "summerless year", almost all the
grain was frogzen off.

There were '"bees" for all manner of activities, both of men and women.

Primitive log houses and barns were erected in raising bees. The same in felling

trees, making hog-heaps and burningz piles and stumps; Women had bees for quilting,
preserving, etc.y and men joined women in husking corn, paring apples, and others,
which were more frolics than work. Cattle and pigs were slaughtered at home and
provided the settler with barrels of salt meat for winter or exporte

Rough hewn furniture did not give way to finer until there was time and
money to get ite Much hard labour was expended upon making potash and soap from

hardwood ashes; making m:ple sugar, lime, shingles, boards and numberous other

necessities. Vomen often rose as four in morning to spin flax and resumed that
industry in evening after regular work. From flax was made ropes, harness and much
of the first clothing for both winter and summer. Leather was tanned, and boots and

harness made. To save shoe leather, adults and children went barefoot in homes at

all seasons and outside during summer months.

If sichness came the doctoring was rough and ready, but none the lesg

effective in most cases. What syrup and concoctions those grandmothers used to

make from herbs and barks that grew in the woods about them. TFor colds they used



PIONEERS DAYS Cont‘d,

boneset, coltsfoot and hoarhound. ¥f they had cramps, colic or fits a little wilé
turnip would be grated and taken. If they took too much the cure would seem worse
than the disease. For sore mouth there was gold thread, saffron for measles,
sarsaparilla and burdock for the blood, onions for the croup. All kinds of bark,
black cherry, prickly ash, pine, balsam and tamarac, were made into remedies for

various maladies and preserved in plenty of whiskey.

Comparison of Pricess

1853-58 1870 1949

18 1b, - $2.40 sugar 10 1bs. $1.00 «9¢ 1b.

1 1b. tea .96¢ «80¢ $1.10 & up.

barrel $5.00 flour $1.75 - 24 1b. bag
butter = 163¢ 1b. +73¢ per 1b.

Eggs 2% doze=.31¢ «40¢ per doz.

raisins .13¢ per 1b. «21¢

currants - .9¢ per lb. «23¢ ver 1lb.

Print « 18¢ per yard «39¢, 45¢, 69¢ per yar

y&rd °

The first list of prices was taken from a page in the ledger book of

Joseph Baldwin, dated 1840 to 1864.



FENCES
The story of Fences goes back through the dim ages to the very beginning
of man, Always there have been fences or dividing walls or stockades or bul-
warks or hedges of one separating kind eor another, Amongst the few municipal
officers which the Government of Upper Canada permitted were the fence viewers,
The word “fence " derives from the Latin "fender", to ward off, implying a
confining eor enclesing agalnst human or animal intrusioen,

"Good Fences make good neighbour s" - Rebt., Frest "Leve your neighbours,
yet not pull down your hedge", Geo, Herbert, In Canada rurgl fences have
grown up with the country, Whilst materials msed and construction metheds
varied, one might even trace it back to the lower animals for what 1s a
beaver dam but a water fence?

Deer pounds gnd buffale pounds were a form of fencing originated and
used by the Indians leng before the advent of the white man to North American,
Undoubtedly one of the first of our North American fences was the pallsade
surrounding an Indian Village, A fence of posts or thick pieces of bark stand-
ing eight to nine feeg high built selidly side by side was supported by heavy
crosslegs and an overlapping indirect entrance, In case of enemy attack this
entrance could easily be blocked by heavy logs.

Abraham Linceln in his day was affectionately known as the "rail
splitter! because of his powress at this very tricky Job., Even in these days
snake rail fences meandered up hill and down dale, Because of sharp angles,
and interlocking joints, they were strong and selid, but they had two draw-
bocks, they sheltered weeds in their corners and they took up a lot of room,
But served as eating and resting places for harvesters in hot weather,

8t raight rail fences built much the same way but lacking the
two bad features of the snake rail fence, They succeeded the snake fence,which
in turn, succeeded the stump fence, which comprised simply large tree stumps
piled in a row, Stumping bees were organized in the long ago pioneer days,wheh
neighbours assembled including their families, and their team of oxen and over-
sized bulding hgmpers of food, consisting of cooked hams, chickens, home-made
pork sgusage, doughnuts, pies, cake, buttermilk and raspberry vinegar., Mostly
the oxen were called Buck and Bright. The soil would be loosened about the
stumps and all except the tap roots cut, then with a "goed all-together" steady
pull by the oxen, out came another section of fencing. After a tremendous
supper the local fiddler cleared a space and 'called-off' for the dancing that

usually followed, accompanied by 1lusty singing and genuine olien time frolics,



FENCES
3

A foundry at Belten, Ontario, made iron fences of beauty and
dignity. Ornamental fencing is an lmpertant architectural feature in
enclosing parks, cemeteries, reservoirs and public works of all kinds,
The cost of brick fencing in Csnada is now so high that it is seldom used,
A hundred years ago the farmers often made their own bricks on their own
farms and then built good selid brick houses, many of which are standing
teday,

Thie, then, in brief im the story of "Fences",

Material taken from the book "Fences" written by Harry Symonds, and
‘ formerly eoriginated through the efforts of his father-in-law, the late
William Perkins Bull, K.C,, B,A.,, L.L,D, of Peel County, Ontarie,



PIONEERS AND EARLY SETTLERS

I800(Eighteen Hundred,)

In I800 the first survey of the Township of King showed the presence

of twenty residents.&t this time, Indien trails, and rivers were used
for travel,

Devedepment
The development of Laskay wes divided into two parts, The east and west,
' . East
In 1832 Joseph Beldwin , who had immigrated to this country two years

before, from Yorkshire Englend, settled on the Lot %, Congession five,
of King Township, on the Esst branch of the Humber River. This property
stretched from the top of Leskey Hill to the Church Roed, on the Bast of
the sixth ooncession, ' “ ‘

During the same year, Joseph Baldwin married Elizabeth Simpson,Her pe;
ople were Quakers and had gome to this country about the seme time as he,
Her native home was Kirby Moorside, Yorkshire England,
| Mr Beldwin had the front of his farm sub-divided imto village lots, but
d1d not register his plan, On these lots were erected a(Wollen) Woollen
Mill, Genearl Stare , Post Ofrioe Shoe Shop, Photograph Gallery, Tevera
Cooper Shop, Chureh and paraonago. '

" The mill dam was built morthesast of Shields residence, 4 Sluice was
dug to take water to the mill, whieh was & Gristiiill and situated a
little weste~down the hill from Shields,
¥r Leymen wes the miller. Later the Stevenson Brothers took it over,
The Cooper shop was between Shiel'd ferm buildinga and house, Mr Wasrren

wea the gooper,
!ha General Store was built in I845 , &t the interseation of the Mill

Road end Concessioy six, This is its present looatiom-our sole Link with

the iudustries of the past,



The mill dam built East of the farm buildings en the Baldwin

Farm, new knewn as Charles Shields,



1849

In 1849, Laskay was such & busy place there was a demsnd for s

Post Office, William Munsil, who kept the General Store, was in 1849

appointed 88 the first Postmaster,

In those days the mail from Toronto was by stage cosch to
Richmond Hill, then it was transferred to = carrier, who took the
following route;

North on Yonge Street-to what is now cslled Elgin Mills;
West to Honey Pot -~ on to Hope;
Then to MeVicar's taverm on Lot 3 - Con,5 - then North-West to the
Mill Road and west on the Mill Road to Coma.6 and the Post Office
at Laskay,
Mr, Bowman followed Wm, Munsill as Postmaster and in
1857 Henry Baldwin was appointéd. Singe then, the 1ist of Post-
masters is as follows;
Henry Baldwin 1857-62
George S, Baldwin 1863-69
Henry Beldwin 1870-88
Benjamin Rolling 168998
George Teasedale 1898-1921
William Gray 1922-1923
D. MeCallum 1924
John Glendining 1925
Wilbert MeCallum 1926
B ~ The Post Office was olosed in March 1926, W. McCallum wss
Aﬁhe last Poét Master and he was a great-grandson of Donald MoCallum,
V(Chief MoCallum, who was the first postmaster of’King Postoffice, when

it was opened on Lot 8, oonocession 6, King twp.,, that is, just morth
of the Monkman farm),



Joseph Baldwin subdivided the front of his farm into village
lots, but did not register the plan. On this subdivision were erected a woollen
mill, general store and Post Office, shoe shop, photograph gallery, tavern and
cooper shop. He donated land for a church, papsonage and graveyard to the
Primitive Methodist-CongregatiQn.

He was married the year of his arrival to Elizabeth Simpson,

a member of a Quaker family residing about three miies south of Newmarket,
There not being at that time any authorized minister living within eighteen
miles of their residence, the marriage contract was drawn up by a Justice
of the Peace and witnessed by a number 6f friends and relatives. Four
children blessed the marriage,

In 1844 he was selected to represent the Township in the District
Council, which he fulfilled satisfactorily until 1851, when he was compelled
to retire from the pressure of his own increasing business.

After the death of his first wife, he married Mrs. Bailey and
they had six ohildrén. Mrs. Bailey was the great grandmother of Scott
Smeltzer, who is now a tenant on the original farm.

He retired to the Village in 1880 and died in 1882. Mr. Baldwin
was buried in the graveyard of the Methodist Church, the property he had
previously presented for this purpose. The Baldwin family plot was later
moved to Aurora Cemetery.

The Baldwin family was engaged in the business too. At the
age of twenty, in 1856, Henry was established by his father in a General
store in Laskay. He was subsequently appointed to the position of
Postmaster of Laskay. He held this office for over twenty years. He added an
additional business and purchased a carding and cloth finishing mill near
the store. He later enlarged it to treble its original size and capacity.

He also enlarged his store to suit the increased trade.

In 1862, health failing due to strain of business, he took
an ocean voyage, sailing from New York to Victoria, British Columbia. He
returned to Laskay in 1869 and friends and relatives prevailed wupon him

to return to his o0ld business. He cohducted the store and wonllen mills



-
until 1882when he disposed of the general part of the stdére.

George was Postmaster for seven yvears,

Henry Baldwin®s wife and sister, Mrs. Lewis, operated a
dressmaking and millinery business in the four rooms adjacent to the
store.

In 1897 the carding mill was burned down and the pioneer's
visions of the village expansion faded as the wool business died.

When the woonllen mill was built, there was enough power to run it day
and night. By 1897 the Humber River could not supply enough water due
to.the bush being cleared away.

Descendants and relatives live in Aurora and the surroinding

district, They have cadried on the Baldwin tradition and chosen careers

in business, education and the medical professions.

Henry Baldwin
Born 1835
Died 1888

First Storekeeper
and Postmaster

of Laskay

1856 - 1857




WEST SIDE OF LASKAY

1856

The second development commeénced in 1856, when
David Reeaor, afterward Senator Reesor of Markham, sub-
divided the west fiftysores of lot 4, Concession 6., The

survey was made by George MoPhillips' and registered in
1856, |

On this property was erected & sawmill,plaster
'mill, turning lathe mill for making chairs and beds, 8
tailor shop, shoe shop, butcher shop and slaughter shop,

Senator Reesor presented sites for a church,
manse and small graveyard to the Prebysterian Church of
Canade, (The history of this ohurch is found on another
page).

Shortly after Laskay was laid out with the
intention of having it ingorporated a8 & village, however,
the incorporation was never carried thraugh. 4 ssle of

10ts was held st Richmond Hill and #1 lot was sold for
One Huhdred Dollars, '



SENATOR DAVID REESOR.

David Reesor was born in 1823 on the family homestead in Markham
@ownship, York County; a descendant of a German family, whofirst camé to
Pennsylvania and later to Markham in 1801.

‘David®s darly education was from the common schools, then three
years private training under a competent instructor. He farmed, was a mer-
chant and manufacturer. 1In 1856 he published the first copy of the "Markham
Economist", selling out in 1868. Real estate must have been another side-
line, as he owned the registered subdivision, about forty acres on the west

side of Laskay, King Township in the 1850°'s,
When York and Peel counties were united in 1850, he became a

member of County Council, and later Warden in 1860. He was known as a
Magistrate, Notary Public and connected with the militia, being Lieut.=-Col,.
of reserve from 1866.

i David Reesor represented the Legislative Council of Canada
from 1&60 till 1867, when he was called to the Senate. He was a Liberal in
politics, a member of the Methodist Church, although he gave property to
the Bresbyterian Church at Laskay. He retired to Toronto in 1876 with his wife,
Emily McDougall,: whom he married in 1848,

The Senator was a great supporter of Loeal improvements

and was a highly esteemed man both in public and private life.



THESE TWO PICTURES AND THE ONE ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE ARE REPRINTS (1958)

TAKEN OFF PHOTOGRAPHS MADE NEARLY 100 YEARS AGO, THESE PICTURES WERE LOANED TO
US BY DESCENDANTS OF THE ORIGINAL BALDWINS,

THE HENRY BALDWIN'S HOME, NOW OWNED BY THOS, AND AGNES WALKER,
IN THE BACKGROUND, THE FLOUR AND GRIST MILL,

NOTICE 1~ NOTICE! - NOTIGE!

g -
e

The sﬂbscrii:e}‘ begs to inform the public of this place

and surrounding country that he has opened his

PHOTOGRAPH CAR!

- /
For two Weehs sAs he is going to Ieave after that

e—

tuhé, partxes Wantmg pxctures will do well to give him

, call. ] : }Z »
£ - Ffame.r of ozll mzd‘?we& on hand.
. 8
" @B ?MA”WW.
";" PR « Secur@,fho“fshadow e'er the s’ubstance fades.”

WYLL[AM 7EFFERSON

| THE PRINTED CARD IS A COPY OF THE ADVERTISMENT ON THE BACK OF ONE PICTURE,



Bening of IASKAY
There are various stories as to the naming of Laskay,

Lagkay was given this offieial name by Joseph Baldwin, who oBlled it
after his native "Loskey" in Yorkshire England,
But Leskay is sometimes ;alled Bulltown, loeally,
dna Qtory hes it, that years ago, a British Army pensiomeer , by the
neme of Cook, lived here, He tried mahy ways to meke & livinggfinelly
bought & bull, killed, dressed, snd peddled the meat, "Bullmeet beceme
the talk of the township, and Laskay was nicknamed "Bulltown,"

Another versiomof the origin of "Bulltown®™ oleims thet at the Annual
Fall Fair, & bull on exhibition, broke loose and charged the csowd,
The réeulting consternation, and panie caused ouzr viliage to bear this

ﬁnoomplimentary nickname for over half a century,



“}, g S
mnpmn e £ E
[Z;(—_) g M‘ & 4[ -..Pmlrzry/ } Isaac O Aambleton | W“W
| Fas Borr'” el el
Ed m(‘by[xm 1 [ £ oo, .5'puzlc | K] ﬂlngl?i
| ,' "afwr st | TR Shar ey S S = | e kst 2
| } : Sl < Hugh TR T B FovasecGord
ysor T/eo. Braxlon iiis /,](p!‘.(fldml 3 / "V(l;:?l(ul r( {111 el u”‘r‘. Ve h[,v,';) K ‘Jﬂm Terry }— &
’ | Est. Est. % @ Jas Balef
| = etz ST X G 1 # e zar R e e e AR
W™ Marks /] il u IJM(,(/I ol edito Leswwis | Hobt .. i
llqlon % ¢ Ml 1‘1_“ g tuan ot =) g B AT/
et f.la_‘fﬂzuﬂa .Rl)b Mills }f”"hm,xr '”"’ﬂﬁ’f_“j‘q i ﬂ"dfi,_ st
Robt Harter / . WM Devitt 'ﬁsz "," e ' Doy 7'(7{77( L
™ Proct (nﬂ(mrl ; e \“,./( Jorwj/mn T(’f'l by e \ " Hla

;éwlow;hlin, Jno Ferry ! BB (onoverr

‘untﬂ ’ s He

4,_#,_'_____i,’, e s e
[ M Jew H’Lydm

!4lll’l‘ (w(l"‘[ / ) [ :":1'
=, /,L e i 1 ==hEES

e} T DeA | Do | i o T -
‘L HE R " Granam /1/"(’(1_{{:11:1/ I Procyor | Ol Teach | Mor “"_‘“ ,l/ “Oh\l\\ff‘\ sSMB ‘fA("‘"‘"’U .ij&fg ¢
! /I =5 T S l - = ”{::;;—_:\;_'——{ f‘:::::_“:"‘—17:‘7>‘:T:7' oy
| foo i = =¢ e )
lrwin. | Jkwo. Stinsort. ] INTON I \ i Procidy: T ! 1‘,,”/1',” /chrx/l}' j\m Jrio Burler] e
I/ el i\ Jrro. Perir — R ”H Iy i 3 Tompsern S }\‘/"" Dunning  ———— '
T 4 , u Jro Boddy | ; e 7 t W”Pltrrl(f/ i Al [ J b ey IR lgﬁ ,‘!”f“},{lj urthy
Jas, Somervi LMt Wy 5 EEie 2 R Dbl MCo iz | |
| ville Mt J/u./}’/l.’/ \ VLan/m- ‘J:{{hrflll ;.tflwy,}!.,.' s Non Res " Walsh & Lovegs A
W Perru 2% | W B Proctor ;77’””'/}“”1 .‘,””,l,hvjﬂf;,f’ MWood L_i L SR T
3 : | Hugh lCornetinsi A 3 : | Ve . L pt
oneersalie ' Eiddy/r. 'O’J‘ﬁrnf‘ 11723( I Nop Bes. / AORL Hf s 2 -0 I Chancerg. .~ A
o e DA L e r S RN N s s Ty
s f
Doty !]"a/ ‘uc('"/d'“’" JFon Res. ,JV”’(I/IHU' | R oW Heivry (m(n”,uun Pat Cabeiss|| DM

4

M Catcheort | | ’Ja.; Somervidle == i
il <.__-‘> N s et e e S "”"““" e e L
./{I{'I;"a]llﬂl‘ rgbrl:“‘b'(;rllwuy Laugh" Poi u ‘s | Suobtn ﬂnn Te M"CMMM’”’"' ,dn/v‘idl'(ul{u/n /"WW’UJ‘*‘ 5 /m’;ﬂ‘(ube
& | 80N Estate % | SHLE R __U_'_'__ Ly g
=3 ] ,‘ ﬁ(,, ‘ ! J’a‘r}l"n : ;’: i

Jas. Stenart 1”"0"1”1‘5'!1{}'
oy | [T Mgguct

1 I 2 ﬂ,md,fmmf: Ll Connor
& I)II( i

o S
WMy hbon| Arch Kel iy i |
Lo = 650 i ptieae IF WELSR ,.,,‘,_,, L,_ sl #‘ s =W L

[ 7Y Gillham

ETRCC T s s T L B /P ip el ./lln J(I"ll, ! r’
—wiBmanuel Hood | Jno Fage i i Va/[m/' ! ,Jllllru(h : Lt um‘; b, H}w Seetd o Tl ’r i
P el @/} = e S S B : e Leet,
SIIR Jpo Mer | i 1‘JnoAB"rv(v}‘  Dugald | 2 :L”llnm(}d[u | Iz Boys. , LaET
Cor, warmuwr'"1 “mosHencont. | MM Leod, ! A’f‘/;"" /"/ 8 ey MOCadtiiR B
L ! e Vo AL A Lo = RO

|
|

ey d Love

= Leod |
|
Bl /Ji‘f Tho Fortes "

T W'"-ﬂawg :

b s o it ‘brI«JWIw "’f’;"
157

H’;’;[ledzn e lI:uany:' i \)\ -W" ﬂ(lu' AI"/ . | i
Wm&,b,,,‘m,;*'; o A ( Gen z’f nodrchell || 8 ,'“,;m’, VB Mearshel? A ¥
f e Sl ‘{n’lnm”ﬁt’ ul| o &Y 5] I it " M Munhud Ve
| Im&u’)ur.mn 1‘ o L FOSM=| L | : Stokes | _J
= [‘_ = " e e St C———— e R R el e
Treo nlubalzl '.-17/"“0”' 45""'8 T f e, wils ! i :
;A ‘. ! E‘Ian I’qar R Yty | Tho [x.lw!"m” ,‘J"'( allairi™ J’rl"’"/"’:;’}-’[“”' Cltyew Stardy ! A (8
R s ! drchd 1 I
.. bl And* i \MClure o ] e [B AT Larder  Cles™Stardy i il
i JnoPringle | 2 L MCcgilam | gpengp gt g e Sy Feats 44
e (W.P’r‘(ul/ll ! = ; - £ 5 5 i Rt '51 Hiddow Snodehnsor X
T ha P ; : LHE = ok o WM 525
/ DavidreRileelcd )‘ 3 Hase MCallinm i J : A i
$ 07 rTent % r e Mickae! {
. rs. Bowrriits X\ i 7 { dreh 4 Gillls « {ed” U"((u’/ﬂ/u (ll'n;l:’ i | fred 6
fet Sy ' i R : = = —f
Ry ] ! PDurgald J Dugaldd EreE T RS b Carley | S Curtengskst. | ‘ 2.
; d o 3 | Jas Marsh - pRAR et - ey S L
,_+1""" ,,,,(},,.,. : JFMHIF/I:]/; , M rchry : : ﬁshﬂ“ ; Beny o rurtén ] (i g
r Sruicl. Z)ll_l/u(r.{‘ Aler ”Hm/:"' | "'J;“-in, T ! 17
- % o or e Taro f
I Faller™ | .A}I‘:lr{;h//y MM A i r} (},,. ; Jas. Jerfeiny & j I’ Tobh 1;: 75 3
- e - = g
TR 7 =
.",/;z(;.l/«://((y Bttt fogios e P2

| . ;
JneHiils 3| SN Arehs M Cnllirn Jiw CHjodn | s Fior-
- s Bivrs

{ llnw @

S | L Lo hf Vrider S/, H’Jlunz‘u/}h//““,,'\ it i -
e l; : Lo AV " K]J(i\ _ { i ]
i1 t ) e [ PRy
.I o s Syeicler ! Geodrelioud e Ir‘(luzul Aot Gordorn el
E ! 3 ¢ i 2 /‘ Cardnghls fif |
e — > 2 S oo <% s B o S 1 {
S 2 e ) Sea! . § doordiédlon:
bly 4 4"”“”‘”‘061(' A 4 Jors: MMuarciiy =) l/illll / 25 varliedoy o AL site
T 1 . D& A Arrirorer o = ROl ‘\\H‘ Fst f'"f”iﬂl- ‘.,h.«-J!u.."(:';/n‘.“ 77
br-;- | st Jos Hollingshead | m eriyort f4‘. N T ”q””"/’""”"‘ Joy. Wooed l‘ Trva. 0 g "'Y o Pisre: ot f Pyt
i = o Nmelres | | DIRCLSEr LS e
"‘ Geo Itu/lrflq'.\[gru{ J’( ”@"" f# f"f' LM /;.«m A Howdd | o ‘] ‘.a\""l"' {

S ’L‘_, - g AT

& @ EaW
‘ XD

ﬁ R B P OB P S e ~




WiLLocks
: LAKE
NoBLETON s i




MAP - 1856
Photograph of map owned by Mr, W. Williams showing plan of town and

park lots, and showing locations of grist and saw mills, also showing

logations of springs located at foot of Spring St, and on land bach

of lot 55, now owned by Col, Dean,
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HISTORY AND SITUATION OF ORIGINAL BUILDINGS

In the early days there was & tavern at the cornmer of

the sixth and King sideroad, where later Joe O0'Brien had a
blacksmith shop., Dr. Taylor now has his home on this lot,
Mrs. Willism Boys kitochen was formerly & school, the
first school in this distriet. You can still seeﬁsgmq_of
the names oarved above the door. The teacher waswggﬂiiﬂrcwn.
North of Mrs, W, Boys was & store, the properitor
being Ben Rolling, father of the late Walter Rolling, who
wes school teacher at Kinghorn for forty years,
Horth of this store was & shoe shop which was lster
moved to become the woodshed of Mrs. Wm. Boys house,
The tailor shop was on Mr, Williams property at
the top of the hill, and was owned by Peter Matheson.
The butcher shop sand slaughter house were down
Spring Sfreet.
“ ‘The sawmill, turning lathe and plaster mill were
bagh of W. Williams by the Humber River,
In 1890 there was a flood and all the dams were
weshed out, Mr. W, Williams helped to rebuild the woollen
and sawmill dems, In 1897 the woollen mill wem burned down

and never rebuilt,

Mr. Andrew McClure, formerly of King Creek and now
of King City, well PFemémbers the flood of June 5th,1891, when
the Laskay dam went out and a man was sent on horseback to
warn King Creek to lower the dam there, King Creek having two
gates and Laskay one gate, 1t usually took nearly seven hours

for the water %o go it's course from Laskay to King Creek,
Mr. McClure, having been out West in the late 1890°'s

related to his mother on return that he had talked to a man
out West called Nealon, who said his grandfather, Nealon, had

built the woollen mill at Laskay.



EARLY INDUSTRIES OPF LASKAY

Before Joaepﬂwﬁaiduiﬁ 6ame éé Léakay in 18328, work had been commenced
on & sew-mill end dem, on the north branch of the Humber, but he completed
it, and in the year I849, built = flour and grist mill,

East Side of Sixth
e '~ Woollen Mill
Shoe Shop
Photograph Gallery
Tevern ‘

éOOper Shop

West Side-Developgment started in IB856

aenator Reesor had the west side of the sixth divided, and on this
site were
Sewmill
Plaster milll
Purning Lathe Hill(for making chairs and beds,)
Tailor Shcp

Shoe Shop

Butoher Shop and slaughter house,



Plcture of flour mill, built in 1849, situated on
South side of lane, looking East,

THE OLD BALDWIN HOMESTEAD

ON THE FARM

Baldwin farm

on
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MRS, JOSEPH BALMWIN

The second Mrs, Jos. Baldwin, was a Mrs, Mary Ann Bailey who
came from England shertly after 1840,

Mrs, Mary Anne Balley's oldest daughter, was Ellen Ann Balley,
later married te Joseph Smeltzer, and great-grandmother teo Scett and
Pearson Smeltzer of Laskay,

When Jos, Baldwin's son, Henry eperated Laskay store, his
half sister, a daughter of Mrs, Bailey had a millinery shop at back
of store,

Henry Baldwin married Betsey Lewis of Markham and his half-
sister, Miss Balley married Betsey Lewis' brother,
Mrs, Henry Baldwin (Lewis) died at the birth of twin sons; Geo?ge and
Lewis were raised at Aurera by an Uncle George Baldwin, Henry Baldwin
dled shortly after his wife,

This infermation and picture were given by Will C, Lewis,

ef Minneapolis, Minneseta in 1963 to lrs, Pearson Smeltzer, Mr, Lewis!
Mother was the Miss Balley in the millinery stop at Laskay Stere and was

a sister to Mrs, Joseph Smeltzer,

A reprint of phete gent

by Mr, Lewis of his
Grandmother,




GROCER _RETIRES AFTER 40 YEARS

Frank Teasdale gave his formula for Happiness this week., "I'd do it all
again, I'd do ex actly the same thing,"

The tall, friendly merchant of Wellington Street East has sold his groc-
ery business after nearly 40 years, He and Mrs, Teasdale recently bought a
home on the second of King, The Walt Robinson farm just west of Aurora, and
after his first day of retired freedom this week, sald "there's nothing like
1t, particularly living in the country."

Frank Teasdale bought his store on April 13, 1920, It had been run for
some years by W;N. Scanlon, brother of the founder of the Scanlon Bakery, who
sold 1t to Archlie Murray, former reeve of Aurora and father of the present
- mayor, James Murray, and who in turn sold it to Wm, McBride, When the Teas-
dales bought the store, Wellington Street was one long mud hole, "the wag-
ons used to be down to the axles,"sald Mr, Teasdale, "the road was all in
muddy ruts from the traffic drawing implements from the Fleury implement
works to shipment at the rallway station, There also was a lot of wagon
traffic to and from Baldwin's mill,

Looking around the modern store, the retired merchant recalled, “we
hardly ever use a scoop now, Everything is in a package, A few years ago
we used to have beans by the bag, sugar bt the barrel, and flour in the 98-
lb, bag, and lard in the 56 pound box, The ralsins, taploca, everything was
in bulk, and we used to have barrels of rolled oats and spices,”

Frank Te,sdale grew up in the grocery business, His father, George, had
a general store at Laskay for 38 years and Frank this week remembered getting
up at midnight and driving a team to the 8t, Lawrence market in Toronto to
sell butter and eggs, It took all night to drive the 25 miles,

As a young man he came to Aurora and worked in James Whimster's store
at ‘the corner of Yonge and Wellington, In 1916, he joined the mounted section
 of the Canadian engineers and had three years of service,

It was at Whimster's that he met his future wife, then Miss Elsie Wilk-
inson, who also worked there, They were married in 1919, They have a son,
Barton, a chemcial engineer with Canad, Packers in Toronto and a daughter,
Emily, Mrs, Stewart Rankin in Toronto and five grandchildren,

Mr, Teasdale 1s a director of the Aurora Agricultural Society, a
charter member of the Lions Club, past master of the Rising Sun Lodge, A,F.
and A,M, and served on the board of stewards of the United Chureh, He hopes -
now to have a little more time for his many hobbies and for just plain relaxinge



PICTURES OF LASKAY

Picture of dum taken from bridge facing toward the East,
Taken approx, 1910 - Mary Teasdzle is standing on dam,

——

-

o

Picture of Laskay - looking North from Legkay Hill, Teken epprox,
1910,

L/\SK]\Y,

Pioture of Laskay teken from south-west - taken approx, 1910,



Lagkay Bridges

John Watson of Laskay built
the second bridge,

Bullt in 1905, torn down
1958,

Harry Aberling, contractor of Scarboreugh, Ontario built the third bridge.
Albert Eiard a Laskay born resident worked on this new bridge, which was finished
in 1959,

Wn, Ham and Pearson Smeltzer were night firemen to keep steam up to keep the

cencrete from freezing.,




LASKAY UNION BRASS BAND

Some years before the first Breat war, about 1905
to 1910, Laskey had a brass band, This band was led by

Abraham Carley and often played at fall fairs,

Bach Row ( left to right)

- Lewjs ScoTT
. > Charles Ross, Dunc. Sinclair, Den Rewlings,

Elmer Carley, Bob Farren, Herb. Ross,

Ed. Brown,

Front Row (left to right)

John Garlay, R. Sinelalr ~ D, MeDonald - Billy Spragge - %E. Carley
sie Mglaiium - sarie Paitton - Dune, MeDonald - s

Wm. Hem ~ absent when pietnre taken,

Mr, Carley taught school in Kinghorn, Hope, Vellore, and Laskmy(g?ﬁmMV@E)
which was his last school, He died at Laskay in 1913, He alwsys

aada & band

Laskay Hunt Club
"South Magnetawan"

Fall of 1912

8 deer, 1 fox, 1 mink & partridges.
Members

Dunean McMurchy, Archie Gillies,

visitor, Wm. Gould, Bobby Melson,

&
D. G. Paton & Frank Smeltzer.




FALL FAIRS OF THE PAST

King township agricultural society dates bach beyond

1862, In an o0ld flour mill in Kettleby (burnt in 195Q)

(bailt 1840-uurnt Merch 22-1950
there is & bill posted on & side wall, which shows that in
1862, the annual exhibition of that year was held inthe
Village of Laskay.

1t is interesting to see what was included in
the shows of that period. This bill lists exhibits of
"horses, cattle, swing, roots, dairy produce, carriages
and implements, leather and leather goods, ladies! crochet
ani other work",

Fall fairs were more importeant then as every
village had its industry. Goods of local menufacture and
handicrafts were exhibited and sales were made,

Some of the old timers say they can remember of
seeing or being told that the horse races were run off
on the streteh of ground on the sixth between Mill Street
and Spring Street.

In those early days the exhibitions were held
in differént parts of the town ship alternately but as
Schomberg had good grounds and a rase track it became

the place of the amnual fair,
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