NOBLETON COMMUNITY HALL

The information that we can gather at this time, 1962, from our
oldest residents, some over 80 years, is to the fact that the former buildine
on the present hall sight, was known as the music hall, because it was taken
care of and mostly used by the Nobleton Band, but it is an established fact
that it was not built by them. Some have suggested there was a group called
The Sons of Temperance and it is possible they built it, as they were a fairly
strong organization. We do know that a lease was given by Martin Snider for
99 years (this was originally Mr, Snider's property).

The old building was of frame construction and to our knowledge never
painted, much smaller than the present building. While the band was in charge,
and this was over quite a period of years, George Holden, affectionally known as
Daddy Holden, took care of it. It was used for band vractice and concerts. The
small boys of the village took a delisht in coming to the hall during practice
to hear the music. Some we have in mind were Howard and M Wellar, Harold
Pringle, There were not so many organized clubs and activities for boys at
that time,

The band had about 22 members led by Johnnie Pringle and later Mr,
McDonald. Some of the places they regdled with their music were Dr, Carmichael's
Strawberry Festivals held at the Manse near the £th Concession, Mulock's famm
on Yonee St,, Lemnox picnic at Jackson's Point, For some of these gatherings
they received 540,00 and at garden parties and smaller affairs they were siven
their supper or a hat would be passed around. No one was paid but the money
wag used to defray expenses, Two band wagons were used for transportation.
Appropriate music was played at funerals and several families requested this
service. To the different young people connected with this band much interest
and pleasure was derived, However the pendulum swings and like most activities,
come to an end,

Other groups became interested in using this building... S.3, parties
were held there and at one a lamp was knocked over starting a fire. No tragedy
resulted as Hec, White took off his coat and threw it over the small blaze., The
S.S. responded by buying him a new coat.

Space was needed as time went by and three trustees were appointed to
begin some repairs...the gallsry that was over the front entrance was removed.
There was no basement under the old building and one large stove was used for
heat, When a dance was in progress the stag line was several layers deep just
inside the entrance ., The ladies sat around the sides on display hoping not
to be wallflowers, Concerts and box socials became popular. Medicine troops came
also council meetings, nominations and political meetings, One social event of
the year was the dance held by invitation only. This was quite an elaborate
affair in those days. The ladies spent a great deal of money and time to be
the bell of the ball,

As lime went by the old building was becoming inadequate to meet the
demands of all the activities, A commnity meeting was called under pressure from
the W.I. on March 25th 1935. Three new trustees were nominated as there hadn't
been a change for some year, The threes were N, Robb, R, Snider and L., Good-
fellow., So with the Community and the W,I, behind them, they planned a new
building and 1936 saw the completion of our present community hall, When they }

started,the W,I. had #3790, on hand., A comittee was added to the trustees. !



namely, Harold Prinele, E,J. Kaake, Llyle Stewart, Delbert Arlow, Harold Taylor
Lyman Davies and Thomas McMurchy. The names of Mrs, D, Arlow and Mrs, A,
Gillham were added to represent the W.I. Clarence Trainor and Harold Segar

to represent the Junior Farmers,

The new hall cost approximately $3,578, This money was all raised
but 41,570 and the trustees signed this mortgage and asked to be left in charge
until this was paid off.

Mr, J., Cherry was hired as caretaker in 1940 and served faithfully for
several years, Special fund raising committees were set up and a great deal
of money made from dances and a special drive to pay off the mortgage was held
in our first Jamboree which was a big success and we were free of debd., Our
next project was the building of the Arena, after this was accomplished, there
was a community association appointed with one new member added each yesar and
one retiring, Then the deed of the hall was turned over to this association
and the business of both hall and arena were looked after by this group. The
W.I. played a big part in both projects helping keep the hall in repair. At the
present time, 1902, a big project is in the making and we will hope to report
this a big success.

In the spring of 1962, a new kitchen was installed by contractor Bruce
Clark, two new washrooms upstairs by contractor Hultse of Schomberg, some
improvements to the fltor surface. The W,I, contributed around #3,700. to
this project.
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A social event was in progress around 1910 when this photo was taken in the building which was known as Nobleton’s
“Music Hall.” Land on which the frame structure was built was donated by a local farmer in 1885 and, over the years, it
became a centre for many community activities. -
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The banquet on Friday night to
| oficially mark the completion and
| opening of Nobleton’s new commun-
ity hall will be remembered as one
Lof the most auspicious events in the
| history of the King Township village.
| Every available ticket was sold and
| many prominent persons attended.

The realization of a desire held
| for many years by Nobleton and dis-
| trict residents for a better hall was
.evident to those who inspected the
|| up-to-date community centre, which
| has already become the hub of the
| community’s social activities. Upon
| examination the building revealed
| itself as being complete and adequate
in every particular for today and
years to come. It was therefore with
| a feeling of the utmost satisfaetion,
| gained from the fact that their new
| hall was now a realitv, that local res-
| idents sat down to well laden tables,
| and with the guests admiration of the
| achievement in building such a fine

hall was felt most dominantly.

The banquet was a most enjoyable
| affair, A splendid menu was ar-
ranged and an entertaining toast list
| was earried out with the popular
radio announcer, Jim Hunter, act-
|ing in the capacity of toastmaster.
| Toasts were interspersed with selec-
tions by the orchestra and commun-
| ity “singing. Until the arrival of Jim
Hunter, Foster Hewitt, the incom-
| parable sports’ announcer, so well
| known from coast to’ coast, substit-
| uted, and in the parlance of the
| hockey fan, “scored again.”

“To those who have contributed or
-assisted in the building of the hall”
was the important toast proposed by
Rev. F. V. Abbott. In response Nor-
man Robb, one of the leadérs in the
new hall movement, spoke of the
whole-hearted support accorded the
project by Nobleton and district res-
idents and how the early organiza-
tion was done and the final comple-
tion realized after months of hard
though harmonious work on the part
of both ladies and men.

To Mrs. Norman Davidson, Russell
| Snider and Lorne B. ‘Goodfellow he
| especially referred for the .indefa-
" Itigable energy they put forth from
start to finish. A brief tribute was
| extended Harvey L. Snider, 87 year
old native of - Nobleton who was
Lpresent. Also among those present
“was Mrs. Fanny Pringle, Nobleton,
{ whose father, Martin Snider, donated
| the land three quarters of a century

Banquet Marks
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ago for the old “Music Hall.” T
new hall has been built on the sar
site, To those persons, who have lat
ly moved to the Nobleton distri
and have their farms and summ
places thereabouts, sincere than
was extended for their generous f
ancial aid.

The fertile farming lands and ti
fine people of the Township of Kir
came in for some very kind wor:
when Fred Whitlow proposed ti
toast, “The Municipality of King
The speaker toucher briefly on ti
historical background of the tow:
ship and told some humorous inci
ents concerning = his avocation-
farming. Asking how Nobleton gt
its name, upon inquiry, we find t}
speaker was right—from a famil
by the name of Noble who settled i
the district a century ago. Ineiden
ally the mother of Lord Beaverbrool
Canadian-born English publishin
magnate, was a Noble and a deséenc
ant of the family after which Noble
ton was named. Reeve J. F. Jeffer.
son in replying told of the fine qual-
ities - which characterized King, the
largest township in York county, and
of the close proximity to Toronto
which makes it so attractive to city
dﬂgl_lgfi;, who wish summer places,

It was with profound regret that
those present learned from Rev. S.
J. T. Fortner that the guest speaker,
Hon. Newton W. Rewell, Chief Jus-
tice of the Province of Ontario, was
unable to be present owing to indis-
position. Mrs. Rowell was present and
ocupied a seat at the head table and
brought greeting from the disting-
nished jurist. Mr. H. R. Jacksen, the
guest speaker, told of the joy it was
to get away from the city to their
farms in the Nobleton vicinity and
mingle and enjoy the company of
the people of the distriet.

The toast to the ladies was pro-|
posed by Crown Attorney C. L. vSnyd-i
er. He jocularly desecribed the ladies
as “Angels of the Kitchen” and
evoked much laughter with his de-
scription of a Scottish police court
scene In replying on behalf of the
ladies Miss Margaret Watson alluded
to the aid the ladies of the district
had been in the building of the new
hall. She thanked the gentlemen
present in pleasing terms for honor-
ing the ladies with the toast.

The climax to the affair came
when those present were ‘joined by
many from the wide area and Qanc—
ing enjoyed to the swing of music on
the glistening and inviting new floor. |
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